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Big poll tax 


85p 


shock for 


Many disabled people have realised, too late, that their 
community charge or poll tax bill is going to far exceed 


previous rates demands. 

As registration forms dropped 
through letterboxes last month 
and physically disabled people 
began to do their sums, many 
discovered they were facing any- 
thing up to an extra £300 per 
year. RADAR and The Spastics 
Society have been flooded with 
enquiries. 

Under the Rating (Disabled 
Persons) Act 1978, disabled peo- 
ple receive a reduction in their 
general rates in the form of a re- 
bate. This was to stop disabled 
people living in the community 
being discriminated against 
through higher rates demands, if 
they were forced to make addi- 
tions to their house such as a 
downstairs bathroom. 

From March 1990 this will no 
longer apply because the poll tax 
is a tax on people and not proper- 
ty. Only disabled people on in- 
come support or very low incom- 
es will be able to get a rebate. 

Ron Taylor, of Inchture, Scot- 
land, where the poll tax has 
already been introduced, disco- 
vered that his poll tax bill is nearly 
double previous rates demands, 


_an extra £259.09. 

He is registered disabled and 
retired last year. Under the rates 
system he got a rebate but under 
the poll tax he does not qualify 
because his wife is working. 

The sort of people likely to be 
affected are those in Ron 
Taylor’s position where a non- 
disabled partner is working or 
where they themselves are work- 
ing. 

Brian Lamb, The Spastics 
Society’s campaigns and Par- 
liamentary officer, said these dis- 
abled people are now clearly 
worse off in real terms under the 
poll tax. 

“We have never stated that 
disabled people should not be 
treated like everyone else under 
the poll tax. But we do argue that 
where they have extra costs be- 
cause of their disability, this 
should be taken into account 
through the rebate system.” 

He thinks that where rates re- 
bates worked as an incentive to 
encourage disabled people to live 
in the community, the poll tax 
will act as a disincentive. 


Jobs figure “outrageous” 


The fourth report from the 
Office of Population Cen- 
suses and Surveys (OPCS) re- 
leased last month reveals that 
only 31 per cent of disabled 
people have paid employ- 
ment. 

The rest, it says, are per- 
manently unable to work, retired, 
keeping house, in further educa- 
tion or looking for work. This 
compares to 68 per cent of the 
general population in work. 

The Disability Benefits Con- 
sortium, a new grouping of over 
250 disability organisations said 
the employment figure is “out- 
rageous”. It claims that “evi- 
dence of discrimination in gain- 
ing employment and income 
from employment is now over- 
whelming.” 

Entitled Disabled adults: ser- 
vices, transport and employment, 
the report discusses the differ- 
ences in provision for disabled 


\ 


Nicholas Scott: when will he 
act? 


people living at home or in “com- 
munal establishments”. It also 
covers informal care, social acti- 
vities and the financial arrange- 
ments of people in residential 
centres. 

The report found that while 56 
per cent of disabled people living 
at home had some informal help 
with household chores, only 19 
per cent had informal help with 

Continued on page 2 
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Year-old fund fails to meet demand 


Demand for the Independent 
Living Fund, set up a year ago 
last month, has far exceeded 
supply. 

At the end of May the ILF had 
received over 7,000 applications 
for a share of the £5 million 
budget. So far 3,982 have been 
rejected and 1,473 accepted. 

When the fund started only 
250 people were getting the full 
rate of Domestic Assistance 
which the ILF indirectly re- 
placed. 

The Disablement Income 
Group, which helped the De- 
partment of Social Security set 
up the ILF, has had a Govern- 
ment assurance that more money 


will be available this year. Nego- 
tiations are going on now. 

The average weekly amount 
people get from the fund is 
around £55, although some peo- 
ple get up to £500. 

Reactions among disabled 
people who get money vary. Eli- 
zabeth Adshead, in her late for- 
ties, is paralysed from the neck 
down. She says the ILF has 
“totally revolutionised” her life. 

She needs 24-hour attention 
and the ILF enables her to buy 
the services of carers from 
agencies. 

John McClean, 28, is less hap- 
py. He has Friedrich’s Ataxia and 
is dependent on others for all his 
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personal care needs. 

He feared that his money 
would be cut altogether after 
being told that his care costs were 
excessive. But he complains that 
he persistently tried to find out 
what the ILF deemed a reason- 
able cost and the information was 
not forthcoming. 

He has now been assured by 
the ILF that money for his five 
helpers, who work on a rota basis, 
will not be stopped. 

Diane Staniforth, acting de- 
puty director of the ILF, says the 
ILF had a backlog before it even 
started and Pauline Thompson, 
general secretary of DIG admits 
that things have been done on an 
ad hoc basis. “When you have no 
precedent whatsoever, you make 
policy up as you go along.” 

The main criticism is that the 
fund is unfair because it is dis- 
cretionary, means-tested and 
there is no right of appeal. 

Philip Mason of Hampshire 
Centre for Independent Living, 
says: “Disabled people want to 
make adult choices. They expect 
and are looking for equality and 
that can only be achieved by the 
provision of means or services.” 

Lucille Lyden, disability rights 
worker at the Islington Disable- 
ment Association, says: “The 
ILF won’t fund attendants for 
social activities, so it’s independ- 
ence only in your own four walls.” 

The fund is to be wound up no 
later than 1993. In the meantime, 
Pauline Thompson says: “The 
fund is not just for physically dis- 
abled people, it’s for people who 
are mentally ill or handicapped, 
terminally ill and those with Aids. 

“What we have done is make 
them an issue that can’t be 
ignored.” 


of the Blind took to the streets last month to protest about the 
difficulties of getting around the capital on foot. 


OPCS report 


_ Continued from page 1 


self care. 

It is estimated that there are 
1.2 million people in Great Bri- 
tain providing self-care help to 
disabled people in the home. 
Forty per cent are over 65 and 65 
per cent are women. 

Formal care (eg community 
nursing, home helps) was “very 
much concentrated” on people 
living alone. Of those not living 
alone but needing help day and 
night, only 28 per cent received 
formal help. 

Asked how often they had seen 
a health professional in the past 
year, fewer than one in ten dis- 
abled people had seen a social 
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worker, and very few had seen an 
occupational or speech therapist. 

The report also found that 
people in communal establish- 
ments were more than twice as 
likely never to go out as people 
living at home and much less 
likely to have visual or hearing 
aids. Less than half those aged 
16-49 had received occupational 
therapy or training. 

The Disability Benefits Con- 
sortium will be pressing for a 
partial incapacity benefit. This 


would» mean disabled people. \ 


could maintain benefits despite 
an irregular work pattern. 


Disabled adults: services, transport 
and employment, HMSO, £15.50. 
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‘Physical 
‘deformities 
jpreventable 


| Researchers believe that they 
may be able to prevent physical 
deformities in some of the 3,500 
children with cerebral palsy who 
| are born in Britain each year. 

The researchers, led by Dr 
| Elizabeth Green, at Chailey 
Heritage Hospital in Sussex, 
shave been comparing the way 
| ordinary babies and those with cp 
} learn to lie in the first year of life. 
| “For almost 90 years it has 
been thought that babies develop 
‘from head to toe,” said Dr 
Green. “We now have evidence 
| that movement of their heads, 
trunk and limbs develop at the 
| same time, and that it is the trunk 
, which is crucial to their ability to 


lie properly.” 
The researchers knew that 
children without disabilities 


learn to lie before progressing to 
sitting, crawling, standing and 
walking. Many disabled children 
| do not achieve these abilities and 
the question was — why? 

Cp is not progressive but 
physical deformities can occur in 
the first few years of life. The 
most severe example is when the 
‘body rotates to the side of the 
pelvis, dislocating the hip and 
curving the spine. 

By encouraging children with 
cp to lie asymmetrically, this can 
be corrected. 

The research has been funded 
_by Action Research for the Crip- 
pled Child, who said: “The in- 
formation has opened up the 
possibility of designing new 
equipment which could help dis- 
abled children lie properly.” 

It has awarded an_ extra 
£80,000 to help the team develop 
a programme of treatment for 
children with cp. 


All cut up: Peter Bottomley, Minister for Roads and Traffic, watches Willie Rushton wield an axe 


over a community transport minibus outside the Department of Transport. The demo last month 
was organised by Mobility Alliance who say a European Community directive introducing more 
expensive driving tests for minibus drivers will cut the number of volunteer drivers by half. 40,000 
minibuses in Britain are run by voluntary organisations. To protest, write to your new MEP. 


Pensioners’ poverty “a myth,” says Moore 


Being a pensioner no longer 
means being badly off, and it is a 
“myth” that the typical pensioner 
survives just on state benefits, 
claimed Social Security Secret- 
ary John Moore at a Help the 
Aged conference last month. 

“The truth is that pensioners’ 
net average income from ll 
sources has been increasing dra- 
matically in recent years,” he 
said. “Between 1979 and 1986 it 
grew by a full 23 per cent over 
and above inflation. That was 
twice as fast as for the population 
as a whole.” 

Savings had also shot up. In 
the same period pensioners’ 
average income from savings in- 
creased by 64 per cent. 

Only 1.6 million of the 10 mil- 
lion pensioners are on income 
support, said Mr Moore. 
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He recognised that some pen- 
sioners had not shared in the 
general prosperity. And he 
pointed to the benefits increases 
scheduled for October (see DN 
January and a Government insert 
with this issue.) 

For pensioners as a whole, 
though, Mr Moore saw exciting 
prospects ahead: better health, 
longer lives, more money to 
spend as a “consumer”, more 
home ownership. 

The conference was to launch 
a report on sheltered housing, 
produced by the Harris Research 
Centre for McCarthy & Stone, 
developers of sheltered housing. 

Based on a national survey last 
autumn of over 1,100 residents 
in 198 private and_ public 
schemes, plus representative 
samples of people over 50 and 
over 18, the report revealed 
widespread _ satisfaction with 
sheltered housing. 

Elderly people found security, 
could maintain their independ- 
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ence and made new friends, for a 
price most of them found reason- 
able. 

It is estimated that only 6 per 
cent of elderly people live in 
purpose-designed accommoda- 
tion, which includes sheltered 
housing. 


Sheltered Housing — The Facts and 
the Future, £30 from McCarthy and 
Stone, Homelife House, Oxford 
Road, Bournemouth, Dorset. 

* Many of John Moore’s ideas 
echo those of a new report from 
the Tory think-tank, the Adam 
Smith Institute, which says most 
elderly people are not poor. It re- 
commends an_ independent 
agency to decide through means- 
testing which elderly and dis- 
abled people should get state be- 
nefits to go into residential care. 
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Councils 
allowed to 
fund trips 


Following a revision to the Chil- 
dren Bill last month, local au- 
thorities can now legally give 
funding to parents of children 
needing special _‘ treatment 
abroad. 

The changes came when 
David Mellor, Minister for 
Health, accepted the spirit of a 
clause which Robert Key, MP for 
Salisbury, had tabled. 

Conductive education is a 
likely reason for children and pa- 
rents to receive this type of fund- 
ing. Treatment can cost up to 
£2,000 a month, and local au- 
thorities have so far been unwill- 
ing to assist. 

“The decision is a great re- 
lief,” said Charles McGuigan of 
Rapid Action for Conductive 
Education (RACE). “It is high 
time the Government made 
sense of a difficult situation for 
local authorities. 

“Some have funded in the 
past, but they have been unsure 
of the legality of their position. 
Others have hidden behind the 
legal question as a reason for not 
funding children. This clarifies 
the issue. It means the only thing 
stopping local authorities is the 
will to pay.” 

Charles McGuigan is at pre- 
sent negotiating funding with 
Coventry local authority for his 
son. He believes that authorities 
will grant funds if treatment is 
appropriate and it cannot be 
obtained cheaper elsewhere. 

Essex County Council educa- 
tion department already funds 
one child at the Peto Institute. 
This might be repeated, said a 
spokesperson, though Essex 
would normally try to find facili- 
ties in this country. 


Put yourself 
in the picture 


Chairman 


No. 1 in Europe 


Superb choice of 
models 


Demonstration 
anywhere in UK 


@ Excellent customer 
service 


For your full colour brochures 
Dial 100 & ask for < 
FREEFONE CHAIRMAN CARS (24 hrs) @! 


or complete the coupon and send to 


<i : g % 
fy \ a as ; S ’ 


GOWRINGS MOBILITY INTERNATIONAL FREEPOST (no stamp needed) 


THATCHAM BERKSHIRE RG13 1BR 


Name____ 


Address 


Tels INGyee ee 


7 Gowrings 
or, Mobility 


Disability Now July 1989 


MIA eS 


IN PARLIAMENT 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 
NHS White Paper 


During discussion of the Gov- 
ernment’s White Paper, Working 
for Patients, Sir Michael McNair 
Wilson (Cons) questioned 
whether chronically sick patients 
on expensive medication would 
be properly considered. 

Health Secretary Kenneth 
Clarke replied that the practice 
budget would allow for the age 
and chronic sickness of patients. 

But Jack Ashley (Lab) pointed 
out that according to the White 
Paper provision would be made 
only in exceptional circumst- 
ances. “Is the Minister giving the 
House a categorical assurance 
that all chronically sick and dis- 
abled people will have a special 
provision with their GPs,” he 
asked. 

Mr Clarke said no, he was only 
saying that the budget would re- 
flect a collection of patients and 
their likely costs. 


Charities White Paper 
Announcing publication of the 
Government’s White Paper on 
Charities, 4 Framework for the 
Future, on 16 May, Home Secret- 
ary Douglas Hurd said: “Our 
aim has been to strike a balance 
between freedom and control.” 

Jack Ashley was concerned 
that the “value for money crite- 
rion” should not put undue 
pressure on small charities, espe- 
cially those involved with dis- 
abled people. 

This would be guaranteed by 
registration and the increased 
powers of the Charities Commis- 
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sion to deal with abuse, replied 
Mr Hurd. 


Employment Bill 

Bob Wareing (Lab) tried to in- 
troduce various clauses into the 
Employment Bill, on 6 June, 
which would outlaw the discri- 
mination of disabled people in 
employment. 

Using evidence from the 
OPCS surveys, the RNID and 
The Spastics Society, and va- 
rious written replies, he showed 
how widespread discrimination 
is, the low pay of disabled people 
in employment and the ineffec- 
tiveness of the 3 per cent quota 
which relies on the Government 
for enforcement. 

Bob Wareing wanted the 
quota enforced, freedom to pro- 
secute given to people other than 
the Minister and discrimination 
effectively outlawed. He was 
voted down by a Government 
majority of 90. 


Other legislation 

The Disabled Persons (Northern 
Ireland) Bill received the Royal 
Assent on 25 May. 

The Hearing Aid Council 
(Amendment) Bill completed its 
second reading: it gives the 
Council teeth to deal with com- 
plaints such as hard-sell tactics. 


HOUSE OF LORDS 


Social Security Bill 
At a second reading on 25 May, 
many Lords wanted to see the 
mobility allowance extended 
beyond age 80 to cover someone 
for the rest of their life.. (The 
Government has recently ex- 
tended the limit from 75 to 80.) 
They also criticised the mobil- 
ity allowance for concentrating 
on physical disability and ignor- 
ing mental or sensory difficulties, 
thereby excluding blind-deaf and 
autistic people. Lord Carter 
(Lab) called for an extra category 
to include them. Both these 


moves were rejected by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Baroness Seear (S&LD) criti- 
cised the workings of invalid care 
allowance on the grounds that, 
“it is a very small allowance in 
any case but it counts against so- 
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Sue Cash, from Skelmers- 
dale, was among 100 students 
lobbying MPs about proposed 
loans, which would be hard to 
repay and so restrict access to 
higher education. €. HamiLtonwest 


cial security,” even though carers 
are saving the state money. 
Many Lords called for attend- 
ance allowance to be paid to ter- 
minally ill people during the first 
6 months of their illness because 
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Name 


many die before they become 
eligible for help (DN June). But 
Lord Skelmersdale, for the Gov- 
ernment, said: “The problem is, 
how do doctors, even if they 
know that someone is terminally 
ill, tell them in each case? The 
pyschology of this I find quite 
daunting.” 


Water Bill 

In early May, Lord Carter se- 
cured removal of the standard 
phrase used in drafting Bills, “in- 
capacitated by physical or mental 
illness”, because it was needless- 
ly offensive to disabled people. 

Later, Lord Graham _ of 
Edmonton (Lab) moved an 
amendment to ensure that 
meters are installed so that they 
can be read by people with a wide 
range of disabilities, but it was 
dropped to await the results of 
metering trials. 

He also moved that charges 
should take into account the 
needs of disabled people who use 
large volumes of water. 

Lord Hesketh, for the Gov- 
ernment, replied that this would 
be allowed for within income- 
related benefits and would not be 
treated as a subsidy. 


Electricity Bill 
Similar amendments were 
moved by Lord Carter on 6 June 
to ensure that disabled people 
could read electricity meters, 
would not have to pay for special- 
ly adapted meters and charges 
would take account of their 
needs. They were withdrawn af- 
ter Lord Glenarthur assured him 
that these matters would be dealt 
with in the licensing agreement. 

However, Lord Glenarthur 
did say that extra costs would be 
the responsibility of the consum- 
er, or dealt with through social 
security, not as a subsidy. This 
ignored the fact that not all dis- 
abled people receive social 
security. 

Pauline Graham 
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Donor card 


Customers with the 
Bank can now help charities 


when they spend money with the | 


Care Card, launched last month. 

Cardholders can nominate 
one of 12 charities, including 
The Spastics Society, British Di- 
abetic Association and Multiple 
Sclerosis Society, to receive £5 
when the card is first used. In all 
subsequent purchases, the 
equivalent of 25p per £100 is 
donated by Midland to the 


| chosen charity. 


Wheelchair survey 

Central Nottinghamshire _ re- 
habilitation services want to find 
out how many people in the area 
use wheelchairs; what problems 
using a chair causes, if any, and 
how many people would like to 
borrow a wheelchair for holidays 
or shopping trips. 

Central Notts take over from 
the Disablement Services Au- 
thority in 1991 and manager 
Margaret Hepworth says: “This 
gives us a wonderful opportunity 
to create a new service specifical- 
ly designed to meet local needs.” 


Write to the Rehabilitation Mana- 
ger, Crow Hill Rehabilitation Cen- 
tre, Crow Hill Drive, Mansfield, 
Notts. 


Free union membership 
MSF, the largest union in the 
voluntary sector with over 16,000 
members, is offering free mem- 
bership to volunteer workers. 

This will entitle them to all 
assistance and benefits available 
to paying members. Volunteers 
are advised, for example, not to 
“work in unsafe or unhealthy 
conditions” and that “there 
should be a health and safety 
policy which meets legal require- 
ments”. 

MSF changed its conditions 
on the recommendation of the 
Citizens Advice Bureaux, which 
felt that volunteers needed the 
protection of a union. Around 60 
per cent of adults in the UK are 
involved in voluntary work at 
some time in their lives. 


| MSF, 79 Camden Road, London 


NW1 YES, tel: 01-267 4422. 


Disability awareness 
training courses 

A new series of disability aware- 
ness training courses for person- 
nel officers and recruitment 
managers are to take place in 
Southampton this summer. In- 
volving group discussions, video 
work, case studies and interview 
practise, the courses claim to arm 
participants with “concrete ideas 
to put into action” which will 
help managers target the dis- 
abled workforce. 

The courses are run by Dis- 
ability Matters Ltd, a company 
set up by Dr Steve Duckworth. 

Courses on 3/4 July, 1/2 Au- 
gust and 5/6 September and the 
first Tuesday and Wednesday of 
each following month. 


Steve Duckworth, 270 Coxford 
Road, Southampton SO1 6LA, tel: 
(0703) 774378. 


Midland | 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 


Design for everyone, says 
transport conference 


Morigue Cornwell reports 
If transport is always designed for 
people with varying needs and 
abilities, then everyone will be 
provided for without descrimina- 
tion. 

This was the message which 
emerged from the Fifth Interna- 

‘tional Conference on Mobility 
and Transport for Elderly and 
Disabled Persons held in Stock- 
holm in May. 

It was recognised that it is 
cheaper to build accessibility into 
new vehicles rather than adapt 
them later, and therefore plan- 
ners and engineers must be edu- 
cated to understand the needs of 
elderly and disabled people. 

Three hundred people, from 
more than 40 countries, came to 
the three-day conference. They 
also saw a large exhibition similar 
to Naidex, entitled Handicap and 
Home Care. 

The UK was well represented 
by delegates from the Depart- 
ments of Transport and Health, 
from community transport, 
manufacturers, charities and, 
most importantly, by people with 
disabilities. The organisers were 
delighted to have a higher per- 
centage of disabled people than 
ever before and made a point of 
welcoming this trend. 

Speakers on the first day 
emphasised the number of peo- 
ple with mobility impairment — 
42 million in Europe. 

There was tremendous con- 
cern about the increasing num- 
bers of elderly people in all coun- 
tries and how it is in everyone’s 
interests to keep them safely and 
independently mobile for as long 
as possible. In the USA, where 
60-90 per cent of trips made by 
elderly or disabled people are by 


car (rather than public transport) 
this is already an issue. 

Mobility is a key for health and 
independence, it was also said, 
and unless the environment was 
appropriate, people with a dis- 
ability would be handicapped. 
Differences were drawn between 
the underdeveloped countries, 
where any form of transport is 
scarce, and the Western World, 
where mainstream urban public 
transport needs to be made ac- 
cessible. 

Politics and policies, private, 
specialised and public trans- 
portation, travel needs and travel 
patterns were covered in work- 
shops and presentations on the 
second day. 

At the summing up on the final 
day, it was agreed that although 
no one solution will suit all coun- 
tries, the aim over the next 10 
years must be for a complete 
transport chain which would cov- 
er pavements, street furniture 
and kerbs as well as accessible 
transport systems. 


Morigue Cornwell is Mobility 
Officer at Banstead Mobility Centre 
in Surrey. 


Help! 
The Post Office has intro- 
duced a new system called 
PRESSTREAM. 
Publications, like DN, will 
have to pay more postage for 
labels with no postcode. 


Please help us to save 
money by returning your 
address label with your 
correct postcode added, to 
Circulation Manager, Dis- 
ability Now, 12 Park 
Crescent, London WIN 4EQ. 


WHEN IT COMES TO THE CRUNCH!! 


VW 
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You need 


fe) o Keee Mobile 
‘Keep Mobile’ 


Car Insurance for Disabled Drivers 


If you satisfy our generous eligibilty requirements, we offer you: 
® Fast repairs in the garage of your choice 
® Mobility allowance (up to £30 per day - limit £500) 
® New-for-Old cover on driving adaptions 


@ Wheelchairs in or on the car covered 


@ Comprehensive cover without excess 


@ Injury cover (up to £5000) 
@ New car replacement benefit 


@ Disability is not a rating factor 


@ Any driver over the age 21 years (per eligibilty requirements) 


M J Fish & Co 


NATIONAL SCHEME UNDERWRITING DIVISION 
3 Riversway Business Village, Navigation Way, PRESTON PR2 2YP_ Tel: (0772) 724442 


| Please send me more information on your ‘Keep Mobile’ policy DN7 
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Karaphillides, with Estonian fan club, after the race. iRapivo 
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From Russia, with love 


Mike Karaphillides, disabilities 
field officer for Camden Recrea- 
tion Department, London, spent 
a week at Tallin in the USSR in 
June competing in Russia’s first 
wheelchair half-marathon. 

He came _ seventh, but 
achieved a personal best doing 
so, beating his old time by five 
minutes. 

Two other UK athletes 
accompanied him: Chaz Saddled 
and Trevor Murray, who came 
third and fifth respectively in a 
field of more than 90 athletes. 

Wheelchair racers from Fin- 
land, Denmark, Estonia and 
Czechoslovakia took part in the 
race, which has more than tripled 
in size since the track races held 
last year. 

“There has been a definite 
change in Russian people’s atti- 
tude to disabled people,” said 
Mike Karaphillides. “It was far 
easier to get around this year. 


There were more places with 
ramps, and much greater aware- 
ness of disability. 

“There were enormous post- 
ers all over the place showing me 
with some Russian athletes. So 
when I got to Moscow people 
recognised me and demanded 
autographs. 

“Disabled sports clubs are 
starting up all over the Soviet 
Union. They’re increasing all the 
time. 

“Tt’s just like this country was 
ten years ago. Disabled people 
are no longer worried about 
going out and being noticed in 
public.” 

He was sponsored for the trip 
by Prince Philip’s Trust and the 
British Sports Association for the 
Disabled, and is confident that a 
circuit of wheelchair marathons 
and half-marathons is going to 
develop around Europe in the 
coming year. 


Keeping 
“in touch” 


Rosita Green reports 

The first international seminar 
on art education and visual im- 
pairment was held at the Tate 
Gallery, Liverpool last month, 
with delegates coming from as far 
away as Japan and the USA. 

It was clear from the outset 
that everyone, whether sighted or 
visually impaired, felt strongly 
about the issue of disabled peo- 
ple’s participation in the arts. 

Rachel Sullivan, from Leices- 
ter, spoke of her work with blind 
sculptors and the need for “touch 
literacy”. She showed examples 
of self-portrait hands and heads 
which her class are producing. 

Similar work has also been 
done in Belgium: but to a stan- 
dard where visually impaired 
artists’ work is exhibited along- 
side sighted peoples’. 

Delegates heard that the Pom- 
pidou Centre, Paris, has held 
touch exhibitions for the general 
public and regular workshops for 
visually impaired children. 


Seminar organiser, Toby 


_Jackson, told me: “I should like 


to see visually impaired people 
play a more prominent role in the 
arts. However as the Tate in 
Liverpool has very good access, 
we would prefer to stage multi- 
sensory events which everyone 
can enjoy.” 

Methods of producing tactile 
replicas of paintings were discus- 
sed, including the Living Paint- 
ings Trust’s thermoforms. 

It was agreed that scientists 
should be invited to the next 
seminar, so future technology 
can be used to help visually im- 
paired people appreciate art. 


ANew Pushchair 


ALVEMA 300 


The ALVEMA 300 is a pushchair which has been developed to allow the severely handicapped 


child to be moved comfortably. The depth, width and seat angles can be varied. The back, available with 
side supports, can be altered from an active sitting position to a recumbent, sleeping position. The 
Chair is available in sizes to tit from infancy to adolescence. 
One of the many advantages of this chair is that the 
child can sit facing the direction of movement, or alternatively, 
by repositioning the handle, can have visual contact with the 


person guiding the chair. 
The ALVEMA 300 offers the comfort and 
reliability expected of the Alvema trademark. 


Ifyou would like to try 
an ALVEMA 300 for 
your special child, 
please call us today 
to arrange a 
demonstration. N74 


om a New Distributor 
| Please send details of Alvema 300 DN? 


Name 
| Address | 
Rainbow Rehab, P.O. Box 546, Bournemouth BH8 8YD.%& 0202-32051 | 


| Sole distributor for @ALVEMA products | 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


“Strong interest” in 
alternative therapies 
Further to your article on 
alternative therapies (DN June), 
your readers may be interested to 
know that a three-day seminar 
was held at the end of last year by 
the Social Services department 
of The Spastics Society, in 
partnership with the National 
Healing Centre at Witham in 
Essex, to introduce alternative 
therapies to the Society’s 
residential services. 

Therapies included 
reflexology, aromatherapy, 
massage, yoga, allergy-testing in 
particular regard to foods, 
homeopathy and hypnotherapy. 

The seminar revealed the 
potential of alternative therapies 
for individuals as part of an 
integrated and comprehensive 
programme of personal care. 

Because of the strong interest 
shown, another three-day 
seminar has just been held in 

June at Grangewood in 
Kelvedon, Essex. Discussions 
are going on about a national 
conference hosted by The 
Spastics Society to take place 
later this year. If these are 
fruitful, time and place will 
published as soon as possible. 
Colin Hedley 

Area Social Services Manager 
The Spastics Society 
Kelvedon, Essex 


GLAD tidings 

You state in your news story on 
the resignation of the director of 
GLAD (DN April) that Mr 
Huggins was criticised by some 


The Austin Rover Mobility Scheme could bring 
you up to 17% off the list price of a Mini, Metro 


Maestro, Montego or Rover 200. 


And with sucha range to choose from, you'll find 
the ideal car to suit your requirements. 

The Scheme is open to anyone with a Mobility 
Allowance, including relatives of people unable to 


To: Mobility Scheme, Austin Rover, Longbridge, RO. Box 395, Birmingham B31 2TB. Pl 


Name 


disabled people for being able- 
bodied. 

The record should be put 
straight: 
1 Mr Huggins was not criticised 
for being able-bodied. He cannot 
help this condition, ifindeed he 
has it, any more than I can help 
being disabled, and he should not 
be blamed for it. Furthermore, 
Mr Huggins has told us, of late, 
that he does in fact have a 
disability. 
2 The important point about Mr 
Huggins’ credentials was that he 
had no record of involvement in 
the Disability Movement, and 
therefore was not an appropriate 
person to head an organisation 
claiming to represent disabled 
people in London. How could he 
know what our aspirations and 
concerns are, when he had had so 
little experience of our 
movement. 
3 Itis GLAD that should be 
criticised for appointing such a 
person as director in the first 
place, and therefore failing to 
implement their own equal 
opportunities policy, and losing 
an ideal chance to show thatit 
does represent disabled people. 

The value of having a disabled 
director who has the respect and 
trust of the majority of disabled 
people in London, cannot be too 
highly stated and many of us 
hope that when it appoints the 
next director, GLAD will take 
the views of disabled people into 
account. 
Sue Hancock 
Waltham Forest Disability 
Resource Centre 
London E17 7DY 


also qualify. 


Vi 


Joanne Talbot (right) with sister Andrea and brother Gary. 


Being Andrea’s sister 

I was interested to see Margaret 
Morgan’s article on “Family 
tension and sibling rivalry” (DN 
May). 

From the age of two Andrea 
had a baby sister, me. She always 
used to get the attention because 
she was the one with something 
wrong. 

As I grew up [ realised just how 
much looking after Andrea 
involved, and how the constant 
tending tired my Mum and Dad, 
leaving not much time for me, 
and my three years younger than 
me brother. But also as I grew up 
I thought about how I was going 
to have to put up with this till 
maybe the day that I died. 

Iloved Andrea, butit really 
made me feel quite upset, 
because when I was in primary 
school and I had rows with my 
friends, they would take the 
mickey out of Andrea to upset 
me, instead of saying unkind 
things about myself. 

I know that every child has the 
mickey taken out of them at some 
time, but Andrea could not help 


drive. Other registered disabled persons, Private Car 
, Allowance holders and current trike owners may 


Please send the coupon for details, which will 
include a list of the Main Austin AUSTIN ROVER 
Rover Dealers and Distributors who S% 
are trained and ready to help you. MOBILITY SCHEME 


lease send me details of your Mobility Scheme. 


Address 


ON7 


being who or how she was so 
there was really nothing I could 
do about the names. So I had to 
put up with “Joey, Spastic and 
Slowmo” being shouted in my 
ear. However, senior children 
seemed to take a more 
responsible attitude to what I had 
to put up with. 

At the beginning of my second 
term at the senior school, we 
moved away from Devon and all 
my friends, who seemed to care 
and understand, to Dorset, a 
county full of strangers. 

I was afraid to tell anybody 
about Andrea in case they, like 
the primary school kids, took the 
same attitude. 

It soon came out in a personal 
and social education lesson one 
morning when we were talking 
about our families. Fortunately, I 
did not have anything unkind 
said to me. 

I then discovered that a fairly 
popular boy in my class also has a 
handicapped sister, aged seven, 
with a brain age of three. This 
made me more confident to talk 
about Andrea without feeling 


all. I have just started lifting her 
which takes a strain off Mum and 
Dad’s backs. lalsochangeher | 
nappies and feed her. In fact I 
can do all the things that Mum 
normally does for Andrea. | 
I really love her, but | 
sometimes I feel like hittingher 
because she won’tbe quiet,or | 
she is so restless, andI feellike 
screaming. But] will have to put | 
up with this for the rest of my life. | 
Having said that, Andrea is great | 
fun to have around. 
Joanne Talbot | 
Weymouth (aged 14) 


Workshop funding | 
In response to the article “Tough | 
decisions taken by The Spastics | 
Society” (DN May), the 
Manpower Services 
Commission has neverfunded __ 
anyone attending the Neath Hill 
Professional Workshop because 
the people who have been 
making use of the training 
opportunities have never been 
likely to gain employment in the 
“big, bad world”. No-one was 
ever eligible for money from the 
MSC since that body was geared 
to training people towards open 
employment. 

The Professional Workshop 
had always been funded by local 
authority finance plus income 
generated by the computer 
dealership and other commercial 
activities of the Workshop. 
Helen Aveling 
(ex-associate of Neath Hill 
Professional Workshop) 

Milton Keynes 


Record holder? 

Do Thold the record for the 

longest living resident in one 

spastics hostel in England? 
Iam 63 this September and 

have been in Merlyn House for 

23 years. 


embarrassed. Peter Haydock 
My family’s life revolves Merlyn House 
around my sister in many West End Road 
different ways. Andrea tires us Southampton SO3 3BT 
EE Sa a ec ; 
Fs (glued to the wings ofa 
SIC spaceship). 


Looking after the 
pennies 

There’s no pleasing some 
people... Irvin Davison of Halifax 
in Yorkshire is 58 years old, has 
had six heart attacks, has 
diabetes, osteo-arthritis and has 
had around 20 operations. On 
top of all this, he gets charged six 
pence for having a tooth out. “It’s 
bureaucracy gone mad,” he 
exclaims. “I know they have to 
work to the rules, but surely 
someone could have used a bit of 
discretion.” Since he receives 
disability benefit, Mr Davison is 
eligible for low cost National 
Health Service treatment. In 
addition, he pays as little as two 
pence for such privileges as 
visiting a relative in prison. A 
representative from the 
Department of Social Security in 
Newcastle said: “It’s not always a 
black and white decision of 
paying it all or paying nothing. It 
may seem ridiculous, but it would 
be just as ridiculous if six pence 
or two pence was all we were 
prepared to pay him.” Notatall, 
Mr DSS! Two pence goes an 
awful long way these days 


Press for reaction 

Richard Saunders is a football 
referee with very short arms 
which stop at the elbow. One 
Sunday he came across a very 
unflattering photo of himself in 
the News of the World 
accompanied by the caption “‘it 
was just an armless tackle, ref”. 
After complaints and letters, the 
paper finally printed an apology — 
five months later and at the 
bottom of page 35. This came to 
the notice of Channel 4’s press 
watchdog programme Hard 
News, which aims to give readers 
the chance to challenge press 
stories. Contact Hard News, 
Clarke Productions, 78/80 
Margaret Street, London W1, 
tel: 01-636 4444. 


What’s inaname 

One of my spies has reported a 
curious piece of lavatorial 
humour: the Disablement 
Services Centre in Acton has an 
adapted toilet which she had 
occasion to use. But imagine her 
surprise when she saw the 
scrawled graffiti “SPASTICS” 
on the litter bin. Inter-disability 
war? 


David Nicholson 
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CCP ringing to ask about 
‘provision in your area for 


multiply disabled young 
people after they leave 
school.” 

“Qh dear.” 


“Do you know what provi- 
sion there is?” 

“Not off the top of my 
head.” 

“Why are there so few re- 
sources?” 

“T don’t know. I’ve no idea. 
We’re on a nil growth budget. 
It’s a historical problem.” 

“What’s your position in the 
social services?” 

“Team leader of the dis- 
ability unit.) 9 


This is a transcript of a conversa- 
tion held in June this year with a 
disability officer in Southern En- 
gland. It is a common attitude: 
social services countrywide are 
finding increasing frustrations in 
their efforts to secure even the 
minimum provision after school. 

Here, child abuse was blamed 
for council funds being soaked 
up in legal fees whilst prosecut- 
ing parents. Elsewhere lack of 
trained social workers, enablers 
and therapists in day centres is 
the problem. Some point a finger 
at politically naive parents for not 
working the system and giving up 
too easily. 

More importantly, say others, 
is the Government’s failure to 
implement all the relevant 
clauses of the 1986 Disabled 
Persons Act. Councils are now 
obliged to assess disabled 
school-leavers before they leave 
school with a view to providing 
services under legislation such as 
the 1970 Chronically Sick and 
Disabled Persons Act. But the 


tendency is to access for existing . 


services rather than for indi- 
vidual need. 

At least the days of hospitalisa- 
tion for multiply disabled people 
seem numbered. Now the choice 
lies between residential place- 
ments, living at home with a day 
centre nearby, or finding an in- 
dependent living scheme. 

Even these options are by no 
means certain, since they often 
depend on massive local author- 
ity funding. Residential place- 
ments can cost at least £300 a 
week. 

At Meldreth Manor School 
near Cambridge run by The 
Spastics Society, 100 multiply 
disabled students have all the 
facilities for education plus 
speech- and physiotherapy, sport 
— and an extremely committed 
staff. 

Eleven people are due to leave 
this year. Six have confirmed 
places in residential centres or 
independent living schemes; five 
are still waiting. 

We spoke to three for whom 
life after school holds variable 
fortunes. 

Wai Ping Tang is 19 years old. 
She has no speech or controlled 
bodily movement, but can ex- 
press herself through eye motion. 
She told us that it is impossible 
for her to return home, though 
her family write to her, and so far 
there is nowhere for her to go. 

Wai Ping visited another cen- 
tre run by The Spastics Society, 


The fight for a future 


Leon Hippolyte: a four-year dispute between his school and Hackney Council. 


Coombe Farm in Surrey. She is 
on the waiting list. 

“I need physiotherapy every 
day, which they didn’t have,” she 
said through a picture board. 
“Also some residents were older 
than me. I like to be with people 
my own age.” 

Leon Hippolyte, 19, is at the 
centre of a four-year dispute be- 
tween Meldreth Manor and 
Hackney Council, in whose area 
his family live. He has already 
spent a year longer than normal 
at school, since there has been no 
guarantee of funding from Hack- 
ney once he leaves. 


Wai Ping Tang: waiting 


After developing a sophisti- 
cated voice machine and a wheel- 
chair steering system operated by 
head movements for Leon, Mel- 
dreth feel it would be absurd for 
him to lose his communication 
and mobility due to funding fai- 
lure. 

Leon’s mother and three sis- 
ters have said they are happy to 
have him back home, but he 
needs day support and therapy. 
Their local Labour MP, Brian 
Sedgemore, has written letters of 
support. 

“T want to move back to Hack- 
ney,” said Leon, through a 
speech board. “I want to be with 
my sisters, and near my girl- 
friend. I’ve outgrown this place.” 

Hackney, meanwhile, have 
given verbal confirmation that 
they will pay Meldreth’s fees this 
year, but nine months later Mel- 
dreth are still waiting. 

After enquiries from DN, they 
now say that day care provision 
for Leon has been approved “ 
principle,” and “we are having 
discussions ... on how to fund 
the necessary adaptations.” 

Joanna Boddington’s is an en- 
tirely different story. Her 


mother, Janet Boddington, has 
spent four years campaigning for 
Link-ability, a trust which aims 
to provide adapted houses in the 
community for multiply disabled 
school-leavers. 

Now Link-ability have definite 
funding on their first house, due 
to open in October in Chorley, 
Lancashire. 

“It’s a very good project,” said 
Joanna, aged 17. “Other people 
would like to be in a house like 
Link-ability. It will give me a 
chance to cook, and go to college, 
and generally get to know people 
when I leave Meldreth.” 

Her mother is attending Man- 
chester Business School to learn 
to pass on her scheme to others: 
“T want to turn it into a franchis- 
ing organisation, and help other 
groups get onto our charity num- 
ber. That would allow them to 
deal with housing associations. 

“We are unique as a group 
mixing parents and profession- 
als, and that’s what I think 
attracted local authorities to us. 
I’m also more bloody minded, 
and more desperate than most!” 

A similar group, ACORN in 
Kent, is getting nowhere with its 
local authority. ACORN has five 
families involved, including 
Keith and Deidre Rider, whose 
son Mark is at Meldreth Manor. 

“There’s virtually nothing for 
our children to come home to,” 
said Mr Rider. “We were told the 
most we could expect was respite 
Cares: 

ACORN stands for Accom- 
modation, Care, Occupation, 
Recreation and Needs for 19 
plus, and with help from The 
Spastics Society and private and 
corporate donations they have 
raised £120,000. The target is 
£350,000, so they are putting 
together a brochure hoping to 
attract major industrial spon- 
sorship. 

In Morecambe, Lancashire, 
Di Granger has adapted Prim- 
rose House for her son Glen. It 
now has six multiply disabled re- 
sidents supported by 16 mem- 
bers of staff. 

Primrose House combines a 
day centre with a residential unit 
and always tries to continue the 
educational programme their re- 
sidents had before they came to 


TONY JEDREJ 


the house. 

“We have an ‘experience 
room’, a bubble machine, and a 
smell machine,” said Di Gran- 
ger. “We’re building up nicely.” 

They are keen to bring in com- 
puter technology wherever it is 
appropriate. 

The cost per person of £450 a 
week is split between The Spas- 
tics Society and Lancashire So- 
cial Services. 

Di also puts her success down 
to persistence. 

Sense, the pressure group for 
deaf/blind people, have similar 
problems finding places for their 
members once they reach 
school-leaving age. 

“There is still a shortage of 
places, 25 years after the major 
rubella epidemic which affected 
1000 babies,” said director Paul 
Ennals. “They get very inadequ- 
ate education. Specialist provi- 


sion is very expensive, and they 
need one-to-one teaching.” 

Maria Hatzipetrou has a 
daughter, Jennifer, who will be 
18 in August. Jennifer is a stu- 
dent at the Royal School for the 
Deaf in Margate, but will be leav- 
ing this year. Her local authority, 
Haringey, has turned down re- 
quests for funding to enable Jen- 
nifer to live in a residential cen- 
tre. 

“T work for Sense,” said Ms 
Matzipetrou, “and I know many 
parents are in my situation. It’s 
extremely worrying. But these 
problems all stem from the Gov- 
ernment’s policies of cutting loc- 
al authority funding.” 

A common desire unites all 
these stories. ““The young people 
want what most 20 year olds 
want. They want to spread their 
wings, move away from home, 
become less dependent on their 
parents,” said David Naden, who 
has been seconded by The Spas- 
tics Society to Link-ability. 

The most important lesson for 
disabled people, parents and 
professionals seems to be that 
co-operation and co-ordination 
are absolute necessities. Local 
authorities will listen to parents 
before professional staff, since 


~ they are more easily convinced by 


emotional commitment. And, 
legally, there should be no prob- 
lem getting assessed and then 
getting appropriate provision. 

But as so often happens in the 
disability world, laws do not 
equal action, and much is left to 
chance. Which authority you live 
in, how you relate to your social 
services, whether you can raise 
sponsorship, all these issues can 
make or break a placement. 

When Leon Hippolyte and 
Wai Ping Tang say they’ve “out- 
grown” their school, the question 
remains: has society grown up 
enough to accept them? 


Link-ability, 4 Brookside, Euxton, 
Chorley, Lancs PR7 6AR. 


allows 


will aid circulation without raising 
the heartbeat and relieves 
muscular tension. 


Theraposture Ltd., 


FREEPOST, 
Warminster. 
Wiltshire BA12 9YT. 
Telephone: (0985) 213440 
Telex: 444337 - ACTBUS 


| Name 
Address 


THERAPOSTURE | 


Independence in the home 
at the touch of a button 


There is a Theramatic specification for many uses in Domestic, Residential/ 
Nursing Homes and for the chronically disabled, under-bed clearance 
for the feet of a hoist. Variable height is available. 


Independence is a boon at home, and in the fee 
Nursing Home, benefits staff utilisation. 


Chest and spinal conditions are eased ‘at the Se ste. y “sd 
touch of a button’. An optional message unit 


HEAD-UP_ 
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A THOUSAND POSITIONS 
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OUT EASILY a RE 


dgotatt: 


boar 


The Theralift Seat Lift Chair. 


A finger on the buttonjand you are automatically 
lifted to a standing position. 


' “SITS YOU DOWN’ ‘STANDS YOU UP’ 
NICE & GENTLY 
An ideal gift from all the family 
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SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE 


I Theraposture Ltd., FREEPOST, Warminster, Wiltshire BAI2 9YT 


J Please tck— BED[__] CHAIR [__] 
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Enablers not carers 


Rachel Hurst, chair of Greenwich Association of Disabled People’s CIL, 


puts the case for new-style attendants 
professionals within institutions 
or informally, often at great 
personal sacrifice, by family and 
friends. Both the acceptance of 
the disabled person and the 
sacrifice of the carer has been 
clearly understood and 
acknowledged by society. 

But now there is a new breed 
of attendant who seems to go 


I have employed care attendants 
to enable me to lead an active life 
for several years, and yet I find 
that there still seems to be a lack 
of understanding by society as a 
whole as to the role of an 
attendant and their relationship 
with the disabled person. 

Historically, disabled people 
have been “cared for” by 


uncomfortable seeing an 
attendant sitting in a corner 
reading a book while the disabled 
person is having a jolly 
conversation with others. 

They forget that the attendant 
may have heard the topic 
discussed a million times before, 
is bored toa frazzle and has no 
desire to be drawn into a debate 
or listen to others on a subject 
which is of no personal interest. 
Alternatively, the attendant may 
want some peace and quiet and 
time “to do their own thing” 
before having to resume duties 
which can sometimes by 


everywhere with the disabled 
person —and conversely the 
disabled person is able to go 
everywhere — or almost. 

Because of its novelty, people 
still seem uncertain how to react 
to the arrangement. 

What causes unease is, I think, 
the change in the relationship. 

Some people feel 
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DELUXE FLOOR SITTERS 
@ 3 sizes @ 2 colours @ Easy clean 
@ Complete with wedge 

@ Complete with harness or lap strap 
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JETTMOBILE 

@ 2 sizes @ Hip strap 

@ With or without positioning shapes 
@ Concealed castors 


TUMBLE FORMS ROLLS 
@ 9 sizes @ + barrel roll 
@Seamless @ Hardwearing 

@ Solid core for additional support 


te 


CARRIE SEAT 
@ 3 sizes @ Buggie option available 

@ Adjustable headrest, footrest, back angle 
@ Activity tray 


| _} Please arrange fora Sales _] Please send me further 
) Representative to call information on the full Tumble Forms Range. 
Name imi , 
| = Send coupon to Camp Limited, 
Address FREEPOST, 
Northgate House, Staple Gardens, 
eee ee oxr Winchester Hants $023 8ST. 


disabled person and 
attendant is “a very delicate 


one 


»” 


physically quite demanding. 


This does not mean that the 


attendant is a cipher and should 
be ignored — far from it. But the 


r 


eality is that an attendantis an 


individual doing a specific job 
and they should be able to get on 
with it in the way that has been 
agreed with the disabled person. 


Other people are upset 


because the disabled person 


a 


ppears to be making endless 


demands on the attendant and 
does not always preface them by 


a 


vy 


Please” or “Would you mind 
ery much?” 
Of course, it would be 


unpleasant if the disabled person 


spoke in a rude or aggressive way, 


b 


ut, particularly when an 


attendant is new to the post, the 
disabled person does have to ask 


“ 


for assistance and give directions 
so much that endlessly peppering 
remarks with “Please” or 


Thank you” can be irritating to 


all concerned. 


The relationship between a 


disabled person and their 
attendant is a very delicate one 
and inevitably becomes close. 
You are together for long 
stretches of time and if the 
attendantis required to help with 
personal care you must share 
intimate situations. 


Itis a relationship that requires 


thought and sensitivity on both 


Si 


des. 
For me, itis quite different 


from relationships I have with 
family or close friends, and itis 
precisely because I do not want to 
unbalance these relationships 
that I employ care attendants. I 
do not want family or friends to 
considerably alter their life-styles 
in order to cater for my needs , 
even if that may be the role that 
society expects of them. 


In fact society needs to 


recognise that appropriate 
support services which allow a 
disabled person to fully and 
equally participate in society is 
that person’s right. 


What is more, being a care 


attendantis a perfectly normal 
job for which they should be paid 
a reasonable wage, under 
contract, and operate in 
acceptable working conditions. 


th 


ca 


Only when this is accepted will 
e status of disabled people and 
re attendants be raised and we 


will get away from the kind of 
reaction I had froma person 1 
once interviewed as a possible 
care attendant. She declined the 
post saying: “] thought you just 
wanted to be taken to the park 


oc 


casionally.” 
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Better 
designs and 
many of them 


says Tina Stevens 


_ | had a very busy time at this 


year’s Northern Naidex. There 
were many new products on 


_ show for the first time —long may 


the trend in improved design and 


competition continue. 

Scooters 

The number and range of three- 
‘wheeled scooters has again 


grown. I looked at four. 

The County differs slightly 
from the other three because it 
has a smaller front wheel, which 
limits its kerb climbing to about 
3in, but then it is narrow enough 
to fit through a supermarket 
checkout. It has two carry baskets 
on the tiller and another behind 


the seat, so it is ideal for shop- 


ping. £1,495 from J & A Carters, 
tel: (0373) 822203. 

The other scooters are more 
robust with large front wheels 
capable of climbing at least 5in 


- kerbs and coping well over rough 
terrain. 


The two top-of-the-range 


vehicles are the BEC Sterling 


XL from Sunrise Medical, tel: 
(0384) 263191, and the Get- 


away from Everest & Jennings, 


tel: (0536) 67661. 

The Sterling XL has very good 
suspension and during my test 
drive coped admirably with a 
gravel path. The Getaway has a 
unique safety feature: when 
cornering the speed is reduced 
automatically. It is hard to choose 
between them for overall per- 
formance. 

J & A Carter’s Commuter 
scooter is a lot less expensive at 
£1,095. It is still capable of 
climbing kerbs and going over 
fairly rough ground, but lacks the 
‘Styling and finesse of the other 
two. However, it would still be a 
“good buy”. 


Powered wheelchairs 
Among new, conventionally- 
Styled electric wheelchairs were 
two exciting ones: the Vessa 
Vitesse 2000 and the BEC 
Scorpio. 

_ The Vitesse series set the stan- 


What was new at G-MEX? DN’s experts find out 


Testing, testing ... Tina Stevens tries out the new Vessa Vitesse 2000. 


dard for indoor/outdoor kerb 
climbing wheelchairs and the 
2000 continues this tradition 
with greater capability and an 
attractive design. The unique 
folding mechanism makes it the 
most compact, transportable 
kerb climbing chair on the mar- 
ket. It can be fitted with various 
controls and there is also a po- 
wered back recline version which 
can be operated by the user in the 
sitting position. 

Large 16in wheels on the back 
give improved traction over heavy 
ground and extra back suspen- 
sion makes a very comfortable 
ride. The hard seat base will help 
users improve their posture and 
the stylish upholstery in grey or 
maroon velour can be easily re- 
moved for cleaning. £2,265, po- 
wered recline version £2,605. 
Tel: (0420) 83294 

The Scorpio is an outdoor/ 
indoor wheelchair with a battery 
capable of 30 miles. Its 20in back 
wheels give better traction and 
power while the castored front 
wheels allow good manoeuvra- 
bility. The seat can be adjusted to 


DN reader Neil Cryer tries out Everest & Jennings’ Getaway. 


almost any width, angle or height 
and comes with a firm seat base 
or a canvas one. The back rest 
can be folded down or removed, 
but the wheelchair does not col- 
lapse easily for transportation. 

Again, an attractively designed 
wheelchair. Provided it can per- 
form over an extended period, it 
should also be able to establish its 
own niche. £2,795 from Sunrise 
Medical. 

The powered group included 
the re-styled Squirrel. Looking 
quite different from its wooden 


& 2 


CHAIR POWER 
PRODUCTS 


FRANK WARD 


framed days, it is now covered in 
a much nicer polypropylene 
moulding. Originally designed to 
be more competitively priced, it 
is now, at £1,599, in line with 
similar vehicles. From Chair- 
power, tel: (0221) 223755. 

The Safari Micro Car Bug- 
gie from Everest & Jennings is 
the first battery powered vehicle 
able to perform at 8mph on the 
highway, in line with new Gov- 
ernment regulations for outdoor 
powered vehicles. In rural areas 
it should be useful, but I just 
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hope that users know their High- 
way Code and can cope on busy 
roads. 


Manual wheelchairs 

The French are here! Poirier, the 
biggest wheelchair company in 
France, has established a wholly 
owned subsidary in the UK and 
launched an excellent range of 
manual wheelchairs, most of 
them for the active user — 
medium to lightweight, weighing 
about 30bs. 

The Roller range has a uni- 
que mechanism which enables 
the chair to be rigid framed for 
propelling and yet fold in the 
conventional way for transporta- 
tion and storage. 

What is truly delightful is the 
French designer upholstery in 
very bright colours. I am sure 
they will be very popular. The 
image of wheelchairs and their 
users is certainly and happily 
going through rapid change. Tel: 
(0276) 20225 


Continued on page 10 


Wheelchair user Roy Hilary 
tried the Omni and found “it 
ran smoothly and there was 
no flex in the chair.” 


THE SQUIRREL 


A Surge through gravel 2” deep. 


THE TRUE INDOOR/OUTDOOR POWERCHAIR 


4 wheel 
Steering 


4 wheel 
braking 


4 wheel 


drive 


j A The Squirrel can turn in its own length, 
) A Climba1 in4hill, 
A Turn safely on the steepest incline, 


With variable power, acceleration, control sensitivity, seat position and 
fabric—all for personal choice —the Squirrel is still unmatched at the price 


anywhere in the world. 


Chairpower Products PLC, Malcolm House, 583 Moseley Road, Birmingham B12 9BL 
telephone 021-442-4220, telefax 021-442-4231 
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Continued from page 9 

Another active wheelchair is 
the Omni, £495, from Gimson 
Tendercare, tel: (0533) 366779. 
Instead of the conventional weld- 
ing, itis glued together using new 
aircraft technology, which should 
mean lower maintenance costs 
and the freedom to adjust the 
chair to a user’s width. 

Weighing 27lbs and made of 
aluminium tubing, it is rigid 
framed with a semi-rigid seat 
which can be adusted with an 
alan key. Other active chairs are 
adjusted via multiple axle holes. 

Gimson hopes the Disable- 
ment Services Authority will take 
this chair into its range. We shall 
see. 

From the United States comes 
the Lounger, a fully upholstered 
support chair which can be fitted 
to a variety of wheeled chassis. It 
can have powered or non- 
powered components fitted to 
allow back recline, seat raising 
and lowering and leg lifting and 
raising. I wonder if long stay hos- 
pitals and residential nursing 
homes will take it up. Tel: (0582) 
461155 


Hoists and stairclimbers 
Samson Products have a new 
hoist from Norway. The Molift, 
is versatile to operate and has 
many simple-to-use slings. It can 
lift a person easily from the floor, 
double as a walking aid and 
allows easy lifting from bed to 
lavatory using a very simple sling. 
At £1,550 it is more expensive 
than most conventional hoists 
but could be a good choice for 
hospitals or residential centres. 
My favourite lifting device, 
though limited in application, is 
the re-styled SARA (standing 
and raising aid), £1,777 from 
Arjo Mechanaids, tel: (0452) 


FURNITURE FOR 
CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION 


Plinths 

‘Peto’ Chairs 
Ladder Back Chairs 
Walking Ladders 
Wall Ladders 
Slatted Stools 

Box Stools 

Mobile Stools 
Interlocking Footrests 
Slatted Benches 
Raise Boards 


500200. Operated very simply by 
putting a fleece strap round the 
person to be lifted, and using a 
foot and knee platform, then 
winding a handle, one attendant 
can lift, re-position and toilet a 
person with ease. 

The Apollo system from J & A 
Carters has greatly improved 
tracking on an overhead electric 
hoist system. The power is now 
contained in the tracking with no 
trailing cables. 

Again from the USA come two 


Tina winds up SARA, her 
favourite lifting device, com- 
plete with male model. 


new stairclimbers. The Liberty 
LX for curved stairs, £4,000, and 
the Liberty II for straight stairs, 
£2,000. Both incorporate attrac- 
tively designed wrap-around 
armrests which make for safety 
and security. The seat not only 
turns but moves forwards and 
backwards to help the user get on 
and off. From Mediquip Health- 
care, tel: (0642) 750707. 


Tina Stevens manages Keep Able’s 
equipment centre in W. London. 


SMIRTHWAITE 


FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT 


Corner Chairs 
Bolster Chairs 
Potty Chairs 

Box Stool Chairs 
Made to Measure 
Chairs 

School Chairs 
Crawlers 

Lay Prone Boards 


Unit 11, Rydon Industrial Estate, Newton Abbot, T012 3RX. Tel: 0626-56973 Fax: 0626-69489 


At the end of a long day, what better than the Lounger, a fully- 
upholstered support chair? — 


MOTORING | 


More for 
passengers 
than drivers 


says David Griffiths 


With the Mobility Roadshow just 
a few weeks away, Naidex was 
given low-key treatment by the 
majority of companies involved 
in disabled driver hardware. This 
was disappointing for the dis- 
abled driver. 

However, Vauxhall was show- 
ing an Astra fitted with a new 
slide-swivel driver’s seat from 
Elap Engineering, tel: (0254) 
871599, which looked both 
attractive and promising. £310 
plus £13 delivery. 

Ford was there with the latest 
Fiesta. It was a manual version 
but it did give me a chance to get 
a better look. 

Round at the rear it would 
seem the new Fiesta may well not 
be an improvement for some us- 
ers because there is now a notice- 
able drop into the hatch, unlike 
previous models which were 
level. But access looked good, 
and a Car Chair unit appeared to 
be comfortably accommodated. 
Around £6,345 to buy outright; 
£280 initial deposit under the 
three-year Motability contract 
hire, with £23 insurance for the 
first year. Tel: 01-493 4070 (Full 
report page 15) 

There was nothing new on the 
Rover stand — still the same old 
Metro, albeit in a new (quite 
attractive) shade of green. 

Peugeot missed the opportun- 
ity altogether, confining them- 
selves to the new Talbot Free- 
way six-wheel minibuses. They 
are superbly comfortable, as I 
discovered on a sight-seeing 
journey through Paris, and 
should bring sighs of relief to 
many a day-centre visitor in the 
future. Prices start at £21,000 
but vary according to individual 
requirements. 

All was not lost — Paul Cassidy 
of Invatravel, tel: (0704) 231081, 
had a much revamped VW 
Caravelle offering complete in- 
dependence for the majority of 
disabled drivers. A new, silent, 
fully automatic under-floor lift 
has been installed with infra-red 
operation. With swivelling seats, 
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automatic transmission and pow- 
er steering as well, there is a 
wealth of possibilities for many 
wheelchair users. 

All this pure luxury doesn’t 
come cheap — conversions for 
wheelchair passengers start at 
£14,500 — but the VW holds its 
value so well and will soldier on 
for anything up to 20 years with- 
out qualms. 

Nissan had the latest automa- 
tic Micra on show. The new ver- 
sion offers a large engine capacity 
with better performance, which 
should get rid of one of the very 
few shortcomings in this excel- 
lent little car. Under Motability’s 
three-year contract hire, it costs 
£401 deposit and £53 per year 
insurance. Tel: 061-273 8191 


Star of the show 

For passengers the star of the 
show was almost certainly the 
latest Brotherwood Prairie. It 
must be one of the most attractive 
wheelchair carriers on the mar- 
ket, with performance and com- 
fort to match. 

The latest version has power 
steering and automatic transmis- 
sion options, but alas, gone is the 
barrier-free side access; today’s 
Prairies have standard width 
doors with a centre pillar like any 
other estate car. 

My advice to any existing 
Prairie users is to think carefully 
before changing if you use the 
side entrance. 


This latest Brotherwood 


‘so elevating leg-rests are definet- 


Prairie comes out at just unde | 
£16,000 —a big jump, largely d | 
to the more difficult task of con. 
verting it. ! 
On the Renault stand was the 9 


the X-tra van, and very attrac4 
tive it is too. | 
Amazingly it can take five plug 
the wheelchair occupant. Its 
compact size and comparatively 
low cost (under £11,000) should 
make it a winner. 4 
Renault vans are noted for 
economy too, an added bonus, 
and because the van body-shell} 
remains unaltered, it has less 0 


age of some of the others. 
Granted space is at a premium) 


ly out, but for the average wheel- 
chair user of medium build, with 


Conscious of cost, Gowrings 
were showing a Popular version! 


of their Chairman on a Ford 
chassis. Price £9,970. | 

MAN/Volkswagen had a very 
aptly-named Flexibus from De- 
von Conversions. Given the 
automatic transmission and pow- 
er steering options available, it 
may encourage some enterpris- 
ing disabled individual to try his 
hand at being a “cabbie”. 
Around £16,000. 


Right: the new Ford Fiesta out 
for a spin. 


DN’’s coverage of microtech develop- 
ments at Northern Naidex is being 
held over to August. 
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Brotherwood Prairie. 


User-operated lift 

Finally, the redoubtable Percy 
Fretwell, tel: 061-274 3711, was 
on hand to show his latest 
attempts at making disabled peo- 
ple mobility independent without 
being intrusive. 

The Golden-Boy Lift, which 
is fully user-operated and takes 
up little more than the width of 
the wheelchair alongside the 
vehicle, enables side-loading and 
unloading on narrow pavements 
and in confined parking spaces. 
It should find converts, particu- 
larly in view of the excellent, se- 
cure feeling it gives the user and 
the convenient folding/ 
unfolding mechanism which is 
activated by the wheelchair itself. 
Around £2,000 fitted. 


David Griffiths runs the Shrews- 
bury Driving Assessment Centre. 


IN THE HOME 


Good to see 
so many 
services 


says Frank Ward 


Naidex is not just to sell equip- 
ment; it can, and should, show 
disabled people the alternatives 
and inform them so that they 
have a real say, as consumers, in 
the services they receive. 

It was good, therefore, to see 


more service-oriented groups at - 


G-MEX: private companies 
advertising holidays and consul- 
tancy services as well as voluntary 
bodies like the Brittle Bones 
Society and the Greater Man- 
chester Coalition of Disabled 
People. People with disabilities 
were often running the stands. 

The question, as people on 
The Spastics Society’s stand 
realised all too well, was whether 
they were reaching the consum- 
ers they needed to reach, those 
who don’t know what is available 
so cannot have real choice or de- 
mand it. 

Naidex Conventions tried to 
address this. For the first time 
there were TV advertisements on 
Channel 4 in the Granada area 
and people in the centre of Man- 
chester were treated to an illu- 
minated display on the side of. 
Lewis’ department store. 

As usual there were some 
brand new products on display 
along with others which had only 
slight modifications or cosmetic 
improvements. 

Have you noticed how 
apparently low threshold entr- 
ances can jar someone in a 
wheelchair or trip you up as you 
walk through? Albert Marston 
showed the Visitability 
Threshold which attaches to the 
door, not the floor, and looks as if 
it will provide a draught-proof 
seal when the door closes. Sim- 
ple and effective, £37.65 plus 
VAT. Albert Marston also has a 
useful catalogue including grab 
rails, shower seats and ingenious 
window devices. Tel: (0902) 
305511 

For those in danger of falling 
out of bed but needing dignity 
with security, the Cocoon from 
Chester Bowes is a zipped duvet 
that looks a pleasingly normal 
way to solve the problem. It could 
be an alternative to cot sides. 
£105. Tel: (0282) 843844 

Parents who perhaps want to 
continue Peto methods in the 
home during the holidays can 
choose from a wide range of 
walking ladders and ladder-back 


chairs from G & S Smirthwaite. 
Now there’s also a slatted plinth 
which converts to a bed — with 
a mattress that can be hung up for 
storage. The furniture is well- 
made but quite expensive, so dis- 
cuss with your therapists and/or 
conductors before buying. Tel: 
(0626) 56973 

Also for children (and adults) 
are see-through, plastic, rain- 
proof supercovers, which fit a 


Se 


looking bath which has a seat 
with adjustable armrests, oper- 
ated electrically. £1,530 + VAT 
and fitting. Tel: (0425) 617598 
Gordon Ellis now have raised 
WC seats that are certainly better 
looking and can be supplied with 


Standard-looking Solo Bath has electrically-operated seat. 


large range of pushchairs and 
wheelchairs. From {£19.95- 
£29.95. Tel: (0204) 861007 
Dycem has a new formula 
mat, which apparently attracts 
less dust, so stays stickier and 
needs less frequent washing. 
There are also new non-slip, 
self-adhesive strips to stick to 
anything you want to anchor tem- 
porarily to a flat surface. From 
Homecraft Supplies (mail order) 
£2.52 pack. Tel: (0252) 714182) 


In the bathroom 
J W Swain Plastics, makers of In- 
vadex shower equipment, now 
have the Sandwell shower tray, 
developed with the Sandwell 
borough council. The tray fits 
into the space left after removing 
a bath. It comes with coping for 
finishing to an end wall, bifold 
doors, a rail and curtain. £495 
plus VAT. Tel: (0298) 22365 
The Solo Bath from Parker 
- Bath Developments is a standard 


HACKNEY COUNCIL 
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WOMEN'S UNIT 


presents a 


SUMMER FESTIVAL 
FOR WOMEN 
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a lid. Many suppliers, eg Not- 


tingham Rehab. Tel: (0606) 
234251 
Incontinence 


A new development in children’s 
nappy technology — extra absor- 
bent granules using a natural, 
non-toxic, environmentally- 
sound chemical —is now available 
on incontinence pads for men. 
Disposables UK, retail arm of 
Lotus Robertsau, were showing 
shell-shaped pads which look 
promising for people with 
medium to heavy incontinence. 


Tel: (0484) 642485 


Fun underwear 

Finally, new Action underwear 
from Health & Comfort is fas- 
tened with easy-access velcro, so 
the designs look no different to 


standard underwear; some are 
very pretty. Tel: (0373) 822394 


Ex-occupational therapist, Frank 
Ward, is now The Spastics Soctety’s 


NE district social services manager. 


Pure Air 


AT LAST A MULTI-PURPOSE LIFTER 


THE NEW MANGAR BOOSTER! 
PORTABLE 


.. At Home 


For further details CONTACT: Mangar Aids Ltd., 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys. LD8 2UF 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


Sales Dept. 


Approved by Stoke Mandeville Hospital 
A British Product shown in the Design Centre London. 


e 14-19 JULY 1989 


@ Song, poetry and dance 


@ Children’s activities 


e Videos/films 


© Conferences 


@ Cultural events 


Accessible) 


e Arts and crafts 


Launch Event 14 July, 12.30 pm Speakers, Videos, Dis- 
plays AT ANN TAYLER CENTRE. 

Most events will take place at the Ann Tayler Centre, 1-3 
Triangle Road, Westgate Street, London Fields E8 (Fully 


Festival programmes and details about access, venues, 


creches and transport are available from the Women’s 
Unit, Dorothy Hodgkin House, Town Hall Annexe, 
Reading Lane, E8 — 986 3123 or 533 2216. 
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BOOKS 
co 


Letting Go 

by Ann Richardson & Jane 
Ritchie 

(Open University Press, £22.50 
hardback, £6.95 paperback) 


Letting Go discusses the 
problems of families with an 
adult son or daughter who is 
mentally handicapped. The key 
issue is whether to care for them 
at home or to “let go” and make 


EVUROPE’S DRIVING FORCE 


PF LT [AST | 


the break. 

The book delves into the 
emotions suffered in decision- 
making. All parents teach their 
offspring independence, hoping 
to help them cope with the 
separation involved in becoming 
an adult. When a “child” (adult) 
is mentally handicapped some 
decisions are far more difficult. 

Is it better to do everything 
yourself and know your child is 
having first class attention? 
Should the break be made while 
parents can still cope? Letting a 
mentally handicapped child go is 
one of the hardest decisions any 


parent has to make. 

The book states there is no 
ideal answer. For many there is 
no ideal place, yet mentally 
handicapped people often do live 
full, happy lives outside the 
family nest. 

Pressures on siblings are fully 
explored. Siblings should not 
generally be expected to take on 
the burden when parents can no 
longer cope. They have usually 
done enough already. Burdening 
a further family doesn’t seem to 
be the answer. 

The book makes few 
recommendations, yet it gives 


ideas, a sense of sharing other 
people’s experiences, and helps 
you see your own dilemmas ina 
different light. 

It suggests the importance of 
counselling for parents long 
before the move. Parents often 
find it hard to come to terms with 
the idea of independent living for 
their children, because they do 
not think the child capable of 
acquiring the necessary skills. 
They need reassurance and 
information. 

More facilities are needed. 
The current accent on smaller 
living units means that many 


Like most small cars the Uno Selecta is ideal for 


nipping in and out of traffic. 


Unlike other small cars however, getting in and 


out of the Selecta is no problem thanks to excep- 


tionally wide doors, in both the 3 and 5 door models. 


Plenty of interior space and an upright seating 


position make the Selecta a comfort to drive. As 


does the CVT transmission, which by keeping you 


permanently in the right gear, reduces the jerking 


you normally find with automatics. 


And with the special motability finance schemes, 


available on both contract hire and purchasing, the 


Selecta is as easy to get hold of as it is to get into. 


For further information contact your local dealer 


or call free on 0800 52158]. 


more residential settings are 
required, not less. 

The author recognises her 
information is not new, but she 
makes you aware that the 
mentally handicapped person is 
part of a family, loved and in need 
of love — not an isolated 
individual to be left out ona limb. 

Anyone involved with 
decisions about “letting go” will 
find the book worth buying. 
Others will find it informative to 
borrow froma library. 

Sandra Dalziel 


Simon 
Brisenden 


Simon Brisenden, 31, poet, 
disability awareness lecturer and 
equal opportunities trainer, died 
of pneumonia on 28 May this 
year. 

He helped found Disability 
Matters Ltd, a training group for 
business recruitment and 
employment. He published a 
collection of poems in 1988, 
Poems for Perfect People, of which 
this is the opening poem: 


Vegetableism 


Lama child of the earth 
I’ve been a vegetable since birth 


I went to a school for vegetables 
and learnt how to go with meat 
I grew up and wore the stigma 
of being something people eat 


and in my very early vegetable days 
I went through a religious phase 
and asked God why he had made me 


just to drown in a pool of gravy 


but his answer was not detectable 
so I became a Marxist vegetable 
and bringing in elements 

of a feminist critique 

I formed a vegetable 

liberation clique 


the vegetable is political I said 
and tried to undermine the state 
we advocated passive resistance 


to the knife the fork and the plate 


and now I am writing a history in 
three volumes 

(from a post-structuralist point of 
view) 

of all the anonymous vegetable 
victims 

who have perished in hot-pot or 
stew. 


A posthumous collection of 
Simon Brisenden’s most recent 
work is due to be published later 
this year. 
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Multisensory 
isculpture 


Duncan Johnston’s multisensory 

_ exhibition (Emerald Centre, 

Hammersmith Broadway, 
London) was truly for everybody: 

_ sighted, partially-sighted and 

» non-sighted people; the elderly 

, and the young. It has to be 

- “touched” to be believed. 

Visitors had unlimited and 
unrestricted touching . Such 
generous availability of handling 
is an exciting experience that is 
seldom offered. 

Small pieces could be picked 
up and closely examined — such 
asthe lovely arched Ballet Foot. 

Two impressive, tall religious 
_ sculptures, Garden of Eden and 
_ Gateway could be explored right 
tothe top, asa library ladder with 
ahandrail was to hand. Children, 
in particular, took advantage of 
- this. 
Sculptor Duncan Johnston 
_ was around to describe, explain 
| and answer any questions on his 
work. His taped commentaries, 
_ which could be borrowed, were 
_ very informative and as 
interesting as the actual 
sculptures. 

The figures were carved 
mostly from Lignum Vitae — the 
hardest of all wood, known as the 
Tree of Life. It has a great vitality 
of its own in strength, colour and 
grain and can be burnished to an 
extremely brilliant polish. 

This enhanced the “feel” of 
the pieces and made you want to 
touch them again and again, till 
you became almost part of the 
sculpture. 

Other sculptures portrayed 
the story of Psyche and Cupid, 
revealed in the splendid embrace 
of this mythological couple as 
they ascend to the stars, and the 
tale of the ill-fated Icarus whose 
wings melted when he flew too 
near the sun. He is depicted as an 
exuberant, upswept figure. 

The mainspring of Duncan 
Johnston’ work is, he says, the 
mystery of life and all it involves, 
and the relationship of the 
physical with the emotional. 

His one, big mission is to 
eventually see a permanent 
multisensory centre for all to 
enjoy, together — all the year 
round. 

Finally, there was good access 
and willing help available. 

Gioya Steinke 


The exhibition will be at Letchworth 

Museum, Letchworth, Herts from 8 
July —5 August, 10am-5pm Mon- 
Sat. Not accessible to wheelchairs. 


Believe it or not, Greater 
London Arts is having 
difficulty giving away money! 
GLA has set aside £70,000 
during 1989/90 for disabled 
access and in-house training 
on disability issues for arts 


groups. So if you haven’t 
already ensured disabled 
people’s access to the arts, 
apply now to The Grants 
Unit, GLA, 9 White Lion 
Street, London N1 9PD. 
Deadline 2 Oct 1989. 


Five pupils from Clapham Park School for the Visually Impaired, London, rehearsing for their 


performance at the first international Very Special Arts Festival in Washington in June. Over 1,000 
performers from over 50 countries took part. The London pupils were taught by dancers from the 
Royal Ballet who used teaching methods developed by the American charity Very Special Arts. 


DONALD SOUTHERN 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
ARREST FEET 


Striking 
poses 


Striking Poses is a 30-photograph 
exhibition by David Hevey. It 
features disabled children at two 
special schools in London, 
Richard Cloudesley and 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
David Hevey is a professional 
portrait photographer who has 
epilepsy. He was invited by 
GRAEAE Theatre Company to 
work on the project, which would 
challenge the often stereotyped, 
patronising or passive way that 
people with disabilities are 
portrayed in charity advertising 
and the media. He observed that 
images used by charities are, in 
the main, drab and depressing. 
The result of his work with the 
GRAEAE Theatre-in- 
Education team and the children 
from the two schools illustrates 
how, with careful preparation, 


Look out for... 


Banda Banda, the new show by 
Carousel which combines dance, 
music, imagery and humour. Of 
the 14-strong cast, 10 have 
learning difficulties. The 
Cockpit Theatre, Gateforth 
Street, London NW8, 6 July at 
8pm. Box office: 01-402 5081. 


Photography exhibition on 
theme of visitor’s London by 
John Bundock, a professional 
photographer with cp. All 
through July at the Ilford 
Showrooms, Tottenham Street, 
London W1. 


Festival of the Five Senses, 24 
July-12 August, Wentworth 
Leisure Centre, Hexham, 
Northumberland. Tel: 091-487 
8892. 


Movin’ On, a week-long festival 
of arts by disabled people, 23-29 
July. At venues all over London, 
festival starts with a one-day 


wholly positive photographic 
images can be achieved; pictures 
which can reflect a great deal 
more of the subject’s character 
and self-image. 

Ina series of drama workshop 
sessions the children approached 
the camera after an initial 
“warm-up” using mime and 
storytelling. The children 


fiesta at Fulham Palace. Tel: 01- 
935 5588. 


City Music, 25 July, 12.45pm, at 
St Giles Church, Barbican, 
London. Evelyn Glennie, 
leading percussionist, and 
profoundly deaf, will be 


themselves decided how they 
wanted to be photographed. 
Props, hats, costumes, coloured 
backdrops and even large black 
and white prints of themselves 
were used. They were shown 
instant polaroid prints before the 
final negatives were made for 
printing. The photographs have a 
stunning clarity and warmth. 

A portfolio of six colour prints 
from the collection has been 
awarded third prize, out of some 
2,000 entries, in the South Bank 
Exhibition. 

Nigel Tuckett 


Striking Poses goes on tour this 
summer. A laminated version will be 
on display at the two schools during 
July. The main exhibition will tour 
England in ‘89 and Scotland in ‘90. 
For tour and hire details phone 
David Hevey, 01-378 6860, or 
Jakki Mellor-Ellis, 01-383 7541. 
There will be a showing in London 
at the South London Art Gallery 
from 13 October. It will also be 
shown in schools, hospitals and 
throughout thé local authority 
circuit. Until 7 uly, it is at F-Stop, 
Bath, Avon. 


performing. Tickets £15. 
Proceeds to music scholarships 
and St Giles. Tel: 01-726 4961. 


Royal Academy Summer 
Festival. 70 sculptures can be 
touched. 01-439 7438 for 
appointment. 
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Taste the action this Summer at the Lambeth Country 
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A week-end of activities especially devised for young 
people with disabilities, their families and friends. 
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TELEVISION 


I’m glad that 
Network 
(BBCI, 30 
May), finally got 
around to 
examining TV 
and disability. 
Yetit had its 
anomalies. , 
Despite having subtitles and sign 
language, it ignored television’s 
treatment of deaf viewers. 

Nabil Shaban rightly talked 
about “body fascism’’, which 
prohibits any disabled person 
who does not look “‘normal”’ 
from appearing. 

Yet Network itself operated a 
form of body fascism. In the film 
which preceded the studio 
debate, Bob Findlay’s opinion on 
telethon and charity appeals was 
the only contribution from 
someone with a pronounced 
speech impairment. 

Had he been asked, Bob 
would have been available to 
appear in the studio follow-up. 
But he wasn’t. The “good” 
disability drama examples cited, 
Walter and Tumbledown, both 
starred non-disabled people as 
disabled characters! 

Despite my reservations, this 
Network merited a wider 
audience than its time slot 
(11.35pm-12.25am) permitted. 
Good programme: shame about 
the schedule. 

Who Cares? (BBC2, 6 weekly 
programmes, beginning | May) 
was mentioned on Network as an 
example of non-disabled 
punditry, and it is quite true that 
it would have been preferable for 
a disabled person to present this 
kind of subject matter. 

Yet if this had happened, the 
whole approach of the 
programme would have been 
corrupted. The philosophy is 
that carers are downtrodden, 
neglected martyrs who should be 
praised and showered with 
gratitude . Most of the disabled 
people in this series do just that. 

Ideally, disabled people and 
their carers should enjoy an 
equal relationship of mutual 
respect. Who Cares? simply 
reinforces the dependency 
stereotype of disability. But for 
Jonathan Miller, it would be 
gratuitously sentimental. 

Not for the first time, The 
Time, The Place (ITV, 17 May) 
looked at disability. Last year it 
spent 40 minutes on 
employment. 

This year in the same time it 
covered humour, images of 
disability and, once again, 
employment. Lacking faith in its 
viewers’ willingness to 
empathize, the programme 
wandered aimlessly. 

In Star Awards (BBC1 29 
May) Ben Elton emphasized the 
entertainment industry’s physical 
apartheid of disability, and Sarah 
Greene explained how her short 
experience of disability was a 
relevation to her. Both very 
welcome. 

In contrast though, the Special 
Award amounted to “Befriend a 
crip, and win an award”! Would 
someone like to nominate me 
because I have non-disabled 
friends? 


Chris Davies 
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hare Your Problems 


with Margaret Morgan 


Join in the 
benefits of 


music therapy te 


The letters and article on family 
tension and sibling rivalry in the 
May issue created considerable 
interest and I have received 
several helpful letters. 

One was from Mrs Pauline 
Fairbrother, a vice-president of 
MENCAP, who points out that 
SIBS (Support and Information 
for Brothers and Sisters) 
publishes a quarterly newsletter 
and meets about twice a year. 
Pauline Fairbrother has written a 
book especially for SIBS and 
with her daughter Ruth Sharratt 
has produced a teaching video 
(see below). 

This month | am featuring 
music therapy, which was also 
mentioned in the May issue 
along with art and drama therapy 
as a possible way of relieving 
stress in the family. 

For many years individual and 
group music therapy has been 
used very successfully with 
children, adolescents and adults 
with a variety of handicaps: 
emotional, sensory, physical and 
intellectual. The value of music 
therapy has also been recognised 
for those who are without specific 
disabilities but who, for whatever 
reason, feel stressed or anxious. 


“T was interested in your 
recent article when you 
suggested music therapy as a 
way of helping people to 
communicate. I have recently 
read of a music therapy group 
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IS HYGIENE FOR THE MOST 
SERIOUSLY INCAPACITATED 
YOUR CONCERN? 


This is our concern too so our Designers have recently developed a new 
concept whereby Carers can wheel their wards into a special bathing facility 
there to enjoy in safety a bath to waist level (or alittle higher), a very essential 

hygienic routine usually denied to our most unfortunate citizens previously. 


Moreover, the Medicbath DUPLEXE Bathing Unit will fit easily into ordinary 
homes orin Care Homes, providing the door width to the bathroom is 
30in width or more. 


An optional extra facility —our MAELSTROM Hydro Therapy Unit, can be 
supplied with DUPLEXE to special order. 


in London which meets to 
help people to cope with 
stress. I wonder if I could join 
a group like this? I have 
cerebral palsy, the athetoid 
type, and I get very worked up 
sometimes, both emotionally 
and physically. I feel that the. 
music may help me to relax 
and that would be good for me 
all round. I’m no musician, 
though.” 


“My handicapped son -— he is 
autistic — has been having 
individual music therapy, 
which he certainly enjoys and 
is benefitting from. 

Although the therapist 
works directly with Peter, I 
stay in the room and recently 
I’m sure I have been relaxing 
too, and being helped by the 
therapy. In fact, the weekly 
session is one of the rare 
occasions when Peter and I 
can share something and feel 
really close to each other. 

I wonder whether anyone 
has thought of music therapy 
for parents, perhaps ina 
special group? Or would it be 
better to join an ordinary 
group, though I don’t really 
think that the other people in 
the group would understand 
what we have to cope with 
every day of our lives? What 
do you think?” 


The article mentioned in the first 


write to: 
MEDIC BATH LIMITED, FREEPOST, 
MANCHESTER M10 8BU. 
Tel: 061-205 7495. FAX: 061-203 4809. 
TELEX: 666782 MEDIBAG. 


letter was probably one that 
appeared in the national press 
earlier this year about the groups 
being run by Mrs Pixie Holland 
in London. They are for people 
who may be feeling anxious or 
tense or who lead stressful lives. 

It is not always easy to 
recognise stress in yourself and it 
may be a partner or friend who 
suggests that help might be 
needed. 

All sorts of men and women 
join these groups and there is no 
reason why a person witha 
physical disability would not be 
equally welcome. 

Even if you have a speech 
problem I am sure everyone in 
the group would try to 
understand what you have to say. 
Discussion is an important part 
of the session, but no-one has to 
contribute unless they wish to do 
so. 
You don’t have to be a 
musician or know anything about 
music, either. I went to one of 
Pixie Holland’s early groups and 
thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Parents and relatives of 
disabled children or adults would 
also be welcomed, though there 
may well be advantages in 
forming a special group, if 
enough parents in a particular 
area are interested. 

Itis good to learn that Mums 
enjoy therapy along with their 
children. I am sure your music 
therapist will be glad to know of 
this, though s/he may well have 
already noticed your positive 
reaction. 

Do talk to your therapist about 
your ideas. S/he should be able 
to help with starting up a local 
group or suggest useful contacts. 

If you don’t know a local music 
therapist, contact the 
administrator of the Association 
of Professional Music 
Therapists, who will refer your 
enquiry on to the representative 
in your area. Or find out from 
one of the contacts below what is 
available in your locality. 

If any of you have experience 
of running or participating in 
music therapy group for parents, 
please let me know and I will be 
glad to pass on the details. 

I found my music therapy 
session stimulating and helpful 
and I will probably go again! 


I was the Lucky One by Pauline 
Fairbrother, £1.50 and The Other 
Children, a teaching video package, 
£60, both from MENCAP Books, 
123 Golden Lane, London ECLY 
ORT, tel: 01-253 9433. 
Association of Professional Music 
Therapists, 68 Pierce Lane, 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CBI SDD, 
tel: (0223) 880377. 

Mrs Pam Smith, Music Adviser, 
Disabled Living Foundation. 380- 
384 Harrow Road, London W9 
2AU, tel: 01-289 6111. 

Mrs Pixie Holland, 15 Andrewes 
House, Barbican, London EC2Y 
SAX, tel: 01-638 0326. 


SHARE YOUR 
PROBLEMS BY 
PHONE 


Talk to Lin Berwick, DN’s 
telephone counsellor, her- 


self disabled, on Monday 
afternons, Ipm-5pm and 


Thursdays 6pm-10pm. 
Her telephone number is 
(04024) 77582. 


PROFILE 
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Stephen Pegg: TV diarist 


This month’s profile is a bit 
different. Twenty thousand people 
took part in a massive British Film 
Institute survey of Britain’s viewing 
habits last November by keeping 
diaries of what they watched and 
their reactions. The national winner 
in the adult section was Stephen 
Pegg, a former teacher from 
Clevedon, Avon. His prize included 
a tour of the Eastenders set, a visit to 
the BBC’s TV centre and a video 
recorder. Here are edited extracts of 
Stephen’s diary, which was typed 
with a head pointer. 


Iam forty years old, six foot one 
in height, white, weigh just over 
13 stone, have a wife, a daughter 
and an incurable illness. I have 
Motor Neurone Disease so 
cannot walk or write, am unable 
to dress or feed myself and rarely 
leave the house. Television, 
therefore, is now an important 
part of my life, many of its images 
reminding me of recent 
normality. 

This morning I watched two 
programmes for schools, Seeing 
and Doing and How we used to live. 
Iused to teach, between 1967 


and 1987, in Ruislip, Woolwich, 
Dagenham, Harefield, Eltham, 
Hartcliffe, Long Ashton and 
Nailsea. In all those places I sat 
with M1 or Class 6 or “The 
Special Class” —a lion tamer 
with a captive audience —and 
watched similar programmes. 

Now that my speech is a 
dribbled slur it’s hard to recall 
how I controlled or cajolled every 
freckled Claire and Katie, pretty 
Jayne and Julie, naughty Wayne 
and Jason, knee-grazed Keith, 
mud-crazed David, quiet Ruth 
and round-eyed Ronnie, just 
Louis, Simon, Tim. 

Anchored alone to record 
today’s thoughts contrasts starkly 
with playground duty days. 
Who'd have guessed I’d miss 
them so much? 

During the afternoon I 
watched indoor bowls and quiz 
programmes. I was watching 
bowls when my daughter 
Eleanor, four and three quarters 
and escaped from school, burst 
through the door at a quarter to 
four clutching a crayon drawing 
of me in her left hand anda 


nearly-eaten Cornetto in her 


game so she went upstairs to 
watch children’s television and 
my wife set the video to record 
Eleanor’s Tuesday favourites, 
The Sooty Show and Count 
Duckula. At about six o’clock 
Eleanor returned to my room, 
took a large pillow from the bed 
and arranged it on my reclining 


| 
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right hand. I was enjoying a close + 


chair so that she could cuddle up 


between my knees and watch the 
recording of the same 
programmes she had seen an 
hour earlier. Before next 
Tuesday we will have viewed this 
tape at least four more times, 
Eleanor enjoying each joke and 
incident as if it was brand new. As 
Iam now unable to take my 
daughter to a park, a swimming 
pool or theatre, since I cannot 
play hide and seek or push her on 
a swing, read her stories or sing 
her songs, I treasure these 
moments spent together 
watching TV. 

I fell asleep near the end of the 
opening titles of Eastenders, an 
every day tale of life in Cockney 
London, “knowwhatImean?”’. If 


my fingers could respond to the 
plea from my brain I would use 
the remote control to eliminate 
all traces of soap from my 
television, but marooned on my 
chair like an endangered seal I 
must wait to be rescued bya 
patrolling Screen Peace carer. 
From eight o’clock onwards I 
watched BBC72, the channel with 
a menu to satisfy my dilettante 
appetite. My wife joined me for 
Floyd on Britain and Ireland, a 
cookery programme presented 
bya man who will surely die of 
cirrhosis of the ego. Colin’s 
Sandwich, a yuppy angst sitcom, 
filled the gap between Keith 
Floyd and the latest part of a 
documentary series called The 
Mind Machine. | view this 
programme with mixed 
emotions, marvelling at the 
intricacy and energy of the brain 
yet being constantly reminded of 
my dwindling neurone reserves. 


A book of the diaries, One Day In 
The Life of Television, edited by 
Sean Day-Lewis, will be published 
by Grafton Books in November. 
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WHAT’S ON 


Open University — unique university course specifically for people 
with learning difficulties. For student leaflet and information contact 
Jennifer Rook, Dept of Health and Social Welfare, The Open Uni- 
versity, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA, tel: (0908) 653743. 


Open day and book exhibition for elderly and disabled people, their 
carers and professionals. 6-7 July, 10am-4pm, Disabled Living Cen- 
tre, St Mary’s Hospital, Armley, Leeds. Details from Lis King on 
Leeds (0532) 793140. 


“Enlarge, Enliven, Enlighten”, 14 July, one day conference to ex- 
plore alternative lifestyles for physically disabled people. The Bon- 
nington Hotel, 92 Southampton Row, London WC1B 4BH. Contact 
Doreen Hinchliffe, 840 Brighton Road, Purley, tel: 01-660 8552. 


Summer festival for women with disabilities. 14-19 July, staged by 
Hackney Council. Most events at the accessible Ann Taylor Centre, 
1-13 Triangle Road, Westgate Street, London E8. Full details from 
Hackney Women’s Unit on 01-986 3123 or 01-533 2216. 


Tours for visually disabled people at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. 15 July & 28 September, 2.30pm. If you intend going, please 
tel: 01-938 8634/8638 in advance. 


Robin Hood Games, 21-29 July, Nottingham. International games 
for people with cerebral palsy including field and track events, swim- 
ming, power lifting and cycling; classification workshop; exhibition of 
games and equipment; boccia symposium; recreation course/ 
conference. For information and a Games Handbook (£1 to cover 
p&p) write to Robin Hood Games, Cerebral Palsy Sport, The Spastics 
Society, General Hospital, Park Road, Nottingham NGI 6HA. 


National Disabled Sailing Regatta 29-30 July, West Kirby Marine 
Lake. For all disabled sailors. Full details from Dave Hutchinson, 
Meeting Secretary, Wirral Disabled Marine Association, Suite 23, 
Albert Dock, Liverpool L3 4AA, tel: 051-709 1880. 


Arts and Sports Festival for disabled people 20 August, Woughton 
Campus, Milton Keynes. Full details from Alan Holding, Milton 
Keynes Disability Arts Forum, The Old Rectory (Farm), Waterside, 
~ Peartree Bridge, Milton Keynes MK6 3EJ, tel: (0908) 678514. 


_ Castle Priory 
Strathcona Theatre Workshop 6 July. One day event, performance 
and workshop. Fee £25. 

Activity Day 8 July — a shared learning experience for children or 
adults with disabilities, their families and friends. Details on request. 
An introduction to signed English 10-12 July - CACDP Stage 1 
Certificate desirable. Tuition £85, residence £49, non-residence £20. 


Further information from Castle Priory, Thames Street, Wallingford, Oxon 
OX10 OHE. Please enclose SAE. Tel: (0491) 37551. 


THE REMPLOY ROLLER 


-the high performance 
wheelchair for the young at heart. 


Meets the needs 
of active youngsters 
yearning for freedom 
of movement for sports 
and leisure pursuits. 
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Designed and built 

by Remploy - the name 
you can trust for 
service and spares. 


Send for free 
literature now! 


Send to Remploy Ltd. Wheelchair Division, 11 Nunnery Drive. Sheffield S2 1TA. 
Tel: (0742) 757631 


Back in September 1987 DN was 
one of the first specialist 
publications to test the Ford 
Fiesta with the revolutionary 
CTX automatic gearbox. We are 
now the first to try the latest 
model Fiesta. (see pages 10-11) 

Ford has spent £550 million 
on developing this new, small car 
as a continuation of its very 
popular Fiesta range. 

The overall character of the 
car has been retained but with 
smoother lines and an improved 
interior. The wheels have been 
moved out towards the corners of 
the car giving more space to the 
passenger compartment. 

Despite this rearrangement, 
many of the problems of the early 
Fiestas are still evident with only 
marginal improvements. 

The seats are of anew molded 
construction and have been 
tested on high mileage police 
cars to give long life, and interior 
design changes have given 
greater travel on the seat runners. 
These may be an advantage, but 
on the four-door test model it 
was still impossible to pull a 
wheelchair in through the front 
door and even the two-door 
model will give problems. 

The wheelchair sits in the 
back. Ford has not removed the 
tailgate lip and the door does not 
open to the bumper, so the chair 
has to be lifted and dropped in. 

One major improvement, 
though, is that the rear parcel 
shelf now fits behind the back 
seat and can be carried rather 
than left behind in the garage. 

The stork controls for wipers 
and lights have been angled 


New Fiesta 
automatic 


upwards. This is a great 
advantage when using hand 
controls. The rest of the driver’s 
equipment has been left more or 
less as before. 

A tachometer is provided 
which is really surplus to 
requirements in an automatic 
car. A good analogue clock as in 
previous models would be of 
much more use. 

Ford’s ergonomic design 
department has got most controls 
in the right position and the 
fitting of hand controls does not 
effect the operation of the car. 

One black mark, however, is 
the sun roof in the Ghia model. It 
is opened by rotating a large knob 
six times. Most drivers will find 
this difficult and annoying. 

On the road the Fiesta really 
comes into its own. The previous 
model was fun to drive but with 
engine revs higher than normal, 
with a CTX gear box it was noisy. 
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Ford has made the whole 
package quieter and with the 
much improved aerodynamics 
the car is extremely quiet and 
gives the driver the full benefit of 
an excellent stereo system. 

CTX gear boxes require a 
different driving technique to 
either manual or standard 
automatic gears. But once 
mastered the car is extremely 
agile and for the young driver 
even with a 1.1 litre engine it can 
be fun to drive. 

The 1.4 litre engine is also 
available as an automatic but with 
the 1.1 reaching the legal speed 
limit easily, it is a questionable 
investment. 

The automatic transmission is 
available on the Popular Plus 1.1 
three-door as the cheapest 
option, right up to the luxurious 
1.4 Ghia five-door. Ford is one 
of the few manufacturers which 
produces base model automatics. 

The car is extremely light to 
handle but with well planned 
springing and brakes is very 
stable under most conditions. It 
is the first small car to be 
available with anti-locking brakes 
as an optional extra. 

These cars are not cheap but 
Ford has one of the best resale 


- records in the market, so in the 


long run your investment could 
be better than a small Japanese 
car. 

John Byworth 


1.1 Popular Plus automatic, three- 
door is £6,883 plus number plates, 
delivery etc. 

1.4 GHIA, five-door, is £9,302 
plus number plates, delivery etc. 


TEAM 
MANAGER 


Specialist Social Work Team for 
People with Disabilities 


£17,001 — £18,366 


Applications are invited from people with Personal 
experience of disability for the above post. The 
successful applicant will work in conjunction with 
disabled people to promote, manage and expand 
Independent Living Schemes in Lewisham. She/He 
will manage the Service for school leavers with 
physical disabilities with particular reference to 
assessments, employment and independence. 


duties. 


Benefits 


We offer: 


* 


The post holder will have responsibility for 
developing good practice in the field of community 
based living options and equal opportunities for 
black people with disabilities. She/He will take a 
lead role within the Department and Council in 
planning consumer led services together with the 
District Health Authority and local Voluntary 
Associations. The successful applicant will manage 
staff in the social work team and will provide the 
structure for the recruitment and supervision of the 
support workers who assist disabled people in 
their own homes. The Team Manager will also 
prepare and manage the annual budget for 
Independent Living Schemes. 


Financial assistance is available for employees 
with a disability to assist in the course of their 


C.Q.S.W. or equivalent., is essential. 


Equal Opportunities 

Applications are welcome from all people regardless of 
race, sex, sexual orientation, disability, age or religion. 
We expect all our employees to have an understanding 
of and commitment to our equal opportunities policies. 


Lewisham provides a stimulating and rewarding 
working environment. 


generous leave provisions 

* good career prospects 

* relocation package available including 100% 
removal expenses in approved cases 

*car allowance applicable to some posts. 

* flexible working hours and job share apply to most of 

our vacancies — full details with application forms. 


For an application form and job details please 
contact Social Services Department, Room 500, 
5th Floor, Eros House, Brownhill Road, 

Catford SE6 2EG. 

Telephone 01-461 1630 (24hr ansaphone). 


Please quote reference No.: SS 274(78). 


Closing date for receipt of completed applications 
14th July 1989. 


(00 Lewisham 
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HARINGEY COUNCIL 
HOUSING 


COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE MANAGER 
£14334 -£15396 PO1 


+ Casual Car Users’ Allowance 


The Housing Service is launching an exciting new initiative for elderly and 
disabled people — “Safe & Sound— Haringey Community Alarm Service. 


We have made a substantial investment in computer technology and want 
someone to help us get the best value for our money whilst providing the best 
possible service to our customers. 


We are looking for someone who will combine an imaginative approach to the 
development and use of the technology with marketing skills and the ability to 
manage a small team of staff. 


You should have:- 

e Anunderstanding of the needs of elderly and disabled people. 
e Numeracy skills and an ability to set up monitoring systems. 

e An ability to market the service and identify customer needs. 

e Anunderstanding of Equal Opportunities Policies. 

e Anability to develop a service using new technology. 


“Safe & Sound” will be targetted to Black and Minority ethnic elderly people as 
they are under-represented in our Sheltered Housing and Good Neighbour 
Schemes. You should therefore also have an understanding of how to target a 
service to particular groups. 

The office where the Communications Centre is situated is fully accessible for 
people with mobility disabilities, with adjacent car parking. 

Job sharers with or without a partner are encouraged to apply. 

Application form and further details from the Recruitment and Personnel 
Officer, Housing Service, 13-27 Station Road, Wood Green, N22. 

Tel: 889 5815 (24 hour answerphone). 


Closing date: 14th July 1989. 


Applications are particularly welcomed from people from black and minority 
ethnic communities, people with disabilities, lesbians, gays and women. 


HARINGEY: WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


This new hotel is situated close to Blackpool’s South 
Promenade and leisure facilities. 


* 4 Crown rating * Open throughout the year * Conference 
delegates welcome * Total facilities forthe ambulant disabled 
throughout the hotel * Fully licensed — specially adapted bar 
service counter * Lift to all floors * Centrally heated * En 
suite rooms with TV and telephone * Refreshments available 
all day * Family room with reduction for children sharing 
* Special party rates * Choice of menu * Special 4 day offer 
until 31/7 — £98 pp B/B/Em * E43 Credit Cards 


Under personal supervision of the Proprietors 
18 Dean Street, South Shore, Blackpool FY4 1AU (0253) 42679 


SOUTMENWARIX 
LAW IPROUECT 


SOLICITOR/BARRISTER required 
1 Permanent, and 1 Maternity Locum Post 
Litigation experience useful. PART TIME applicants welcome. Details from 
outhwark Law Project, 29/35 Lordship Lane, London SE22 8EW. 
Tel: (01) 299 1024. 
Disabled access. Equal opportunities commitment. 


OUTSET OFFICE SERVICES CO. LTD. 
OOS operates business services bureaux in South and East London. Employing some 40 skilled 
disabled people, the company offers a ‘one-stop’ shop for word and data processing, direct 
mail, reprographics and financial services. Established in 1983, the company is now looking to 
develop its customer base, increase sales and market the operation more effectively. Two excit- 
ing new posts have therefore been created to join the enterprising and committed OOS team: 


SALES MANAGER £12,771-£13,566 
To spearhead the sales expansion. Responsible for implementing the company’s 
marketing strategy, preparing sales materials and organising sales activities. 


CUSTOMER SERVICES MANAGER £12,771-£13,566 

To manage day-to-day service delivery. Responsible for forward planning, daily 
scheduling, quality control and customer liaison. Computing skills support is provided for 
both posts, which are based in London SE8. Travel in the London area required. 

For information contact Linda Fowler, OOS, Drake House, 18 Creekside, London 
SE8 3DZ. Tel: 01-692 7141. Closing date: 12 July 1989. 

Outset is an equal opportunities employer — personal experience of disability an advantage — 
premises wheelchair accessible — disabled drivers parking available — flexible working 
arrangements considered — induction and training available. 


Social Services Department 


EMPLOYMENT OFFICER (DISABLED PEOPLE) 


AVON HOUSE NORTH 
Salary: Scale SO2 £13,104 — £13,887 


We are looking for someone with experience or clear potential to promote 
the employment of disabled people throughout the County Council. 


The work will involve developing recruitment initiative, disability awareness 
training with managers, advising on policy and legislative issues, developing 
a Sheltered Placement scheme and liaising with the wide network of 
agencies involved in this field. 


You will need, above all, determination and drive and a strong commitment 
to the promotion of employment for people with disabilities. 


Disabled people are currently under-represented in the workforce so 
preference will be given to disabled people who meet all the essential 
criteria for the post. 


For an informal discussion, after you have seen the job specification, 
telephone Richard Osborn (Employment Manager) on Bristol 290777 
ext 6045 or Andrew Edgington (PO Support Services) on ext 373. 


The Social Services Department particularly welcomes applications from 
afro-caribbean and asian people and people with disabilities as they are 
under-represented in the department (Race Relations Act 1976 Section 
38(1)(B) applies). 

Application by form only, available with further details from the 
Director of Personnel Services, PO Box 270, Avon House, 

The Haymarket, Bristol, BS99 7HE, or telephone Bristol (298565) 
(answering machine on this number after office hours). 


Please quote reference number SS/5035/6K when asking for forms 
which must be returned by 10th July 1989. 


Avon as an Equal Opportunities 
employer considers applicants on their 
suitability for the post, regardless of 
sex, race, disability or sexual 
orientation. 


COUNTY COUNCIL 
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For five days in Dusseldorf 
there will be opportunities 
to meet people and exchange 
information... 

...at REHA 89, the leading international 
exhibition of equipment for the disabled. 


Make sure you obtain details about this 
unique event. 


: Pas 
REHA 89 Reply Coupon 


| am interested in REHA 89. Please send me: 


copies of the Congress Programme 
copies of the REHA 89 information leaflet 


Name: 


Address: 


Town: Post Code: 


Country: 


Messe ds Diisseldorf 
Dusseldorf Trade fair Agency Ltd. 
108/110 Finchley Road London NW3 5JJ 
Phone (01) 79401 66 Fax (01) 4359967 Telex 21 905 


Common Sense is a new special 
needs project initiated by the 
Beaford Centre in Devon, to 
make arts resources and exper- 
tise available to young, disabled 
and disadvantaged _ people 
throughout the North Devon 
area. Details from Peter Harris, 
Beaford Centre, Beaford, Wink- 
leigh, Devon, tel: (08053) 201. 


Annual poetry contest run by 
the Muscular Dystrophy Group. 
Poems of any length or subject 
are invited. There is an entry fee 
of £1 (cheques to Muscular Dys- 
trophy). £150 prize money. En- 
trants should send poems to 21 
Frensham Road, Crowthorne, 
Berkshire RG11 6QJ, including 
a large SAE and print their name 
and address on the back of each 
poem, with age if under 14. Clos- 
ing date 31 August. 


GIG is the new umbrella group 
for voluntary organisations con- 
cerned with genetic disorder. 
Details from Shirley Dalby, 108 
Battersea High Street, London 
SW11 3HP, tel: 01-223 7000. 
GIG has a help-line for informa- 
tion and support, contact Christ- 
ine Lavery, GIG Help-Line, 
Contact A Family, 16 Strutton 
Ground, Victoria, | London 
SWIP 2HP, tel: 01-222 2695. 


Travellers’ Health. How to 
stay healthy abroad, £5.95, by 
Dr Richard Dawood has been 
updated to include a chapter on 
travel for disabled people, parti- 


cularly diabetics. Oxford Uni-. 


versity Press, Walton Street, Ox- 
ford OX2 6DP, tel: (0865) 
56767. 


Deaf people are invited to design 
a poster to educate the hearing 
public about deaf people, their 
culture, language and needs. 
Winning entry will be made into a 
professional poster by a leading 
advertising agency. Ist prize 
£300. Details from Royal Asso- 
ciation in Aid of Deaf People, 27 
Old Oak Road, Acton, London 
W3 7HN, tel: 01-743 6187. 


New Minicom 5 telephone at 
Artsline, so deaf people can 
contact it directly, tel: 01-388 
2227 or 01-387 5911. 


Julian Sorsby Kate Nash 


The new director of operations at 
The Spastics Society is Julian 
Sorsby, formerly executive 
director of WOMB, the charity 
for HIV positive women and chil- 
dren. The National Information 
Forum has appointed Roy Haw- 
kins as its first development 
worker. Kate Nash, formerly 
campaigns and research assistant 
at The Spastics Society, has be- 
come director of Arthritis Care’s 
35 Group. The new chairman of 
Action for Dysphasic Adults is 
Dr John Mitchell. Finally, the 
new Transport Access Officer on 
Merseyside is David Skelton. 
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i FOR SALE 


' RISING SEAT ARMCHAIR manual 
operation, medium weight person. 
- Wooden arms and legs. Upholstered matt 
finish, heather coloured expanded vinyl. 
Feet 20” high. Unused. Manufacturer A J 
» Way. Price £100. Tel: Maldon (0621) 
782916. 


CRADDOCK CHAIR Mk 5. To suit 

) child 1-5 years approx, vgc. Costs £400 + 
new. For sale at £200. Tel: Kimpton 
(0438) 832650. 


| BROTHERWOOD CONVERSIONS 
have for sale a wide range of second hand 
converted vehicles for transporting the 

, wheelchair bound, from £3,500. For a 

_ detailed list please phone (0935) 872603 
or send SAF, Brotherwood Conversions, 

' Station Garage, Yetminster, Sherborne, 
Dorset DT9 6LH. 


_ BATRICAR. Very little used. May need 
some attention. No reasonable offer re- 
fused. Tel: (05476) 246. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS electric pow- 
er wheel chair Orthopaedia Juve 1984. 
Very low mileage £750 ono. Pitt, 21 Wal- 
led Garden, Tixover Grange, Stamford, 
Lincs. Tel: Duddington (078 083) 337. 


BRAUNE BATRICAR. Yellow vgc. 
£475. Tel: 01-653 8520 after 7pm, or 
01-947 7727 days. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS/ 
Scooters/Battery cars. All makes, 
models wanted and for sale. Nearly new, 
hardly used, from half price. Demonstra- 
tions and collections. Free advice. All 
areas. Contact Mr Gibbon. Tel: 021-357 
4965 anytime. 


UNDERSTANDING DISABILI- 
TIES. Teaching Notes for children 9-12. 
Get your local school to buy pack — then 
go to meet the chn. as their Guest! De- 
tails: UDET, Grove House, Lodge Hill 
Road, Farnham GU10 3RE, tel: (0252) 
733167. 


LARK ELECTRIC SCOOTER with 
batteries and charger all complete. Ideal 
for those with difficulty walking. Hardly 
used, nearly new. Less than half price 
£725. Tel: (0564) 774185 (Solihull). 


MINNIVATOR 16 stair lift (can be in- 
stalled or shortened if necessary). Right 
hand side. 18 months old, costs £1,700. 
£1,000 ono. CARTERS. WHEEL- 
CHAIR, nearly new £100. Tel: 01-736 
6839. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS Elite 7 Speed 
powered chair. 2 years old. Good condi- 
tion. £1,000. Tel: 061-860 5791 (Man- 
chester). 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advertisers before relying on them. 


BEC SUPASCOOTER. 2 YEARS 
OLD. VGC. £500. Can deliver. Tel: 
Ispwich (0473) 716703. 


WHEELCHAIR, ELECTRIC. Vessa 
Vitesse 3. Excellent condition. Right 
hand control. £950 ono. Tel: (0268) 
766791 (Essex) or (0233) 627121 (Kent). 


ARE YOU DISABLED, ELDERLY 
OR INFIRM? Once only chance to 
purchase LEISURE CAR electric pave- 
ment vehicle at special price of £1,650. 
Easy access — rotating seat. Use anytime — 
all weather hood — lights and indicators — 
safe — automatic brakes — reverse gear — 
complete — includes battery charger — 
free delivery — anywhere in UK mainland. 
Tel: Freephone Chairman Cars or write 
to: Gowrings Mobility International, 
FREEPOST, Thatcham, Berks RG13. 


UNWIN PORTABLE QUICKLIFT 
enables wheelchair and passenger to be 
lifted into any vehicle. Max lift 25 inches. 
£320. Tel: 01-874 3439 (Wandsworth) 
after 5pm and at weekends. 


GIMSON PERSONAL VERTICAL 
LIFT. Market value £3,500. 2 years old, 
hardly used, will sell for £1,200 ono. Tel: 
K Whitelock (098682) 258 (Norfolk). 


KALCOFF SPECIAL 5 gear adult 
tricycle. £175. Tel: Northwich (06065) 
594526. 


2ND HAND ELECTRIC WHEEL- 
CHAIR complete with new battery in 
good condition. Delivery possible. £150. 
Tel: Romsey (0794) 523943. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS WAYFAR- 
ER electric wheelchair. Purhcased in 
1986 for £3,200. Chair working well, but 
owner not in such good condition, hence 
sale of chair for £1,200. Excellent out- 
door chair, will climb kerbs easily, 
wonderful on hills, grass, gravel, even 
beaches. A comfortable ride with in-built 
computer, headlights, indicators and haz- 
zard warning lights. Tel: Bristol (0272) 
736370. 


LARGE DISABLED BUILT BUN- 
GALOW. Lounge, modern kitchen, 2/3 
bedrooms, bathroom/WC, sep shower, 


‘wide doors, gch, dbl garage, workshop, 


sheds, greenhouse. Quiet village position. 
Tel: Debby, Peterborough (0733) 73860. 


ACCESSIBLE 2 BED-SEMI DE- 
TACHED BUNGALOW, small and 
economical, adapted fitted kitchen, large 
carport, ramp to rear garden, close to 
Peak District. Offers around £45,000. 
Tel: (0773) 836028. 


4 BED HOUSE with adjoining ground 
floor annex — 30’ x 25’ — (potential for 
conversion to 2 bed w/chr accessible 
bungalow). 4 garages. Terrington St 
John, Norfolk. Offers around £200,000. 
Tel: (0945) 880550. 


If you would like DN on 


tape contact Gayle Mooney 
on 01-636 5020 ext 244. 


(2 POSTS) 


with disabilities to apply. 


Safety Officers 


Scale 4/6: £9,840-£13,059 (dependant on 
experience) plus casual user car allowance 


The posts are within existing team responsible for Health and Safety 
and related legislation within departments. 

Training is available and applicants will be required to attend college to 
attain qualifications. Progression reflects achievements. 

Black people and women are under represented in this work. Section 
38(1) (b) R.R.A. section 48 S.D.A. apply. This is a non-traditional 
occupation for disabled people and Brent particularly encourages people 


Brent is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Applications are welcome from candidates irrespective 
of race, nationality, ethnic or national origins, age, marital status or gender and from lesbians and 
gay men and disabled persons. Job Sharers welcome. 


Application forms and job description from the Personnel Division, Sth Floor, 
Room 522, Brent House, High Road, Wembley, Middlesex. Returnable by 21st 
July 1989. Telephone 01-903 0371 (24 hour ansafone service). Reference 


number C/565 must be quoted. 


BRENT 


London Borough of 


EMPLOYMENT 


I WOULD LIKE EMPLOYMENT 
which involves finding jobs for physically 
disabled people living in the area of 
Dorset or surrounds — would anyone be 
interested? If so, please contact Bland- 
ford (0258) 59335. Wendy Marten. 


PERSON WANTED TO ANSWER 
PHONE (in own home). 9am-12 mid- 
day, 5 days/week. Answer-phone sup- 
plied. Wage negotiable. (Poss. Camden 
or S. Kensington area). Tel: Miss 
OReilly 01-837 3192. 


WANTED 


A VOLUNTEER to take over the sec- 
retarial and chairperson’s work of the 
Muswell Hill/Barnet branch of Arthritis 
Care. If interested please phone Mrs G 
Nicholson on 01-883 2441 or Mrs P Raf- 
ferty on 01-953 3700. 


EVENTS 


OUTDOOR MOBILITY EXHIBI- 
TION, 7 September — a display of 
adapted cars and caravans, wheelchairs 
and scooters, free admission, open 10am 
to 4pm. Details from: Nottingham Re- 
source Centre for the Disabled, Lenton 
Business Centre, Lenton Boulevard, 
Nottingham NG7 2BY. Tel: (0602) 
420391. 


TUITION 


PAYL SCHOOL. Want to study/be a 
writer? Try Pay-as-You-Learn corres- 
pondence. £2 each lesson with follow-on. 
W/o obligation send requirements with 
SAE on paper or tape to K Green, Chy- 
lean, Tintagel, Cornwall P134 OHH, tel: 
(0840) 212262. Registered disabled 
50%. 


FIND-A-FRIEND 


MALE 24. Enjoys travel, popular music, 
the occassional drink and good company. 
Seeks female companion aged 20-30 with 
similar tastes. Box No 66. 


GIRL 23 seeks male and female friends. I 
have lost my right arm and wear a below 
knee brace, following motorbike acci- 
dent, but am fully mobile. Likes rock, 
modern music, eating out, cinema and 
writing letters. Please write. Box No 210. 


HUMOUROUS YOUNG GREEK 
WOMAN, 20 years old, cp, would like 
young penfriend (m or f) late teens/early 
20’s. Enjoys cooking, going out for meals, 
pop music and would eventually like to 
meet my penpal. Box No 211. 


MALE 22, from East London welcomes 
letters from all females aged 20-30 in 
London area. All letters will be answered. 
Interests include pop music, eating out, 
sport, pubs, homelife and generally hav- 
ing fun. Box No 212. 


WDID 4 5 


For people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able bodied persons 
Ladies should not be shy of applying! 
All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP12PB 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


VOLUNTEERS 
URGENTLY 
NEEDED 


for 
The Spastics Society 

Shops Department 
Do you have a few hours to 
spare sometime during the 
week? Any of our shops in the 
Greater London area would 
welcome your help. 

Please contact Angie 
Duncan, tel: 01-794 2394 for 
the address of the shop 
nearest you. 


THE SPASTICS SCCIETY/ 
WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
...and make a big impression. Small ads in DN reach over 
80,000 people for just £2 a line (minimum £8). Please don't 


send money with your ad — we will invoice you after it goes in. 
Find a Friend is free, and all ads are free to members of The 
Spastics Society and affiliated groups. Phone 01-636 5020 - 


ext 245. 


PRETTY FEMALE (not disabled) 
would like to correspond with male who is 
paraplegic as the result of an accident, 
aged between 35-45. Photo appreciated. 
Must have car and preferably be em- 
ployed. Sense of humour and intelligence 
important. Midlands, NW England or N 
Wales. My interests include music (rock 
and classical), coutryside, nature, the sea, 
literature, cinema and the theatre. Box 
No 68. 


MAN 39, living in delightful country cot- 
tage on Hants/Berks border, who has a 
great sense of humour plus good looks to 
boot! Seeks happy, attractive and inde- 
pendent woman as playmate to enjoy the 
good things in life with. Dare you take the 
plunge? Ifso, then please write to Box No 
213. 


WEST GLAMORGAN MALE 42. 
Own home etc, seeks female companion 
to share home and life. Child/children 
welcome. Disability osteorthritis and 
slight multiple sclerosis. I use sticks and 
calliper for short distances or wheelchair 
at other times. Have and enjoy many in- 
terests both in and outdoors. This is a 
genuine offer of accommodation for the 
right person rent free in return for com- 
panionship. Box No 214. 


YOUNG MATURE MALE, physically 
disabled but no paralysis, disfigurement 
or shape disorder, varied interests. Seeks 
able-bodied female, late teens to mid- 


Cc 


RAN 


twenties to help improve and share in- 
teresting social life. Tel (0453) 810637 
mornings or Box No 215. 


IMPROVING PHYSICALLY DIS- 
ABLED MALE using wheelchair, calip- 
ers. Cheerful, friendly, educated and 
capable. Own home and car. Unable to 
travel at present. Seeks lady companion/ 
friend 55+. able to drive, no ties. Accom- 
modation possible, compatible person. 
Box No 216. 


MALE, CP, seeks female penfriend 18- 
45 with view to meeting up when possible. 
Living in Edinburgh. Please write to Box 
No 217. 


GAY MAN, disabled. Would like to find 
a friend for long term friendship. Own 
pad, transport & phone. Box No 218. 


WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
REUNION. All ex-pupils and staff are 
invited to a reunion to be held on Satur- 
day 7 October at the Stamford Arts Cen- 
tre. For further details contact Sam Fos- 
ter on (0780) 55206 or write with SAE to 
Mrs M Sears, 58 Caithness Road, Stam- 
ford PE9 2TF. 


To reply to a Find-a-Friend, indicate the 
Box No, mark the envelope Private & 


Confidential and send it to DN, address 
on page 20. 


INSPORT 


MPAIGN 


Can you help steer London's public transport pressure group irougp a period of major upheaval in 
London's Public Transport Network? 

CAPITAL needs someone to manage its staff and finances and ensure the smooth running of the 
organisation. The successful applicant will liaise with council officers and politicians, and with transport 
trades unions, and will assist with research work. 

An understanding of local governmentincluding grant funding, experience of the Labour movement and a 
knowledge of transport issues in London are needed. Salary about £15,000 pa. 

CAPITAL strives to be an equal opportunity employer. 

Application forms from CAPITAL Transport Campaign, 308 Grays Inn Road, London WC1. 


Tel: 833 4022. Closing date for return of completed forms: 14th July 1989. 


Centre 


Bobath Course for Teachers working with Children 
who have Cerebral Palsy. 


Atwo day course on: Integrating the young child with 
cerebral palsy into the normal classroom; 18th and 19th 
September 1989, 9am-5pm. Fee £60. Course includes 
lectures and demonstrations. 


Programmes available from Bobath Centre, 
5 Netherhall Gardens, London, NW3 5RN or 
Telephone 01-435 3895. 


A list of accommodation near the Centre can be supplied. 


WALTHAM FOREST COMMUNITY TRANSPORT SCHEME 
CO-ORDINATOR 


(36 hrs. pr. wk. £11,934 + OLW + pension) 
We need a Co-ordinator to set up and develop this exciting new project which seeks 
to open up and create transport opportunities for the whole community. 
S/he needs experience (paid/unpaid) of managing and developing projects. Some 
knowledge both of transport needs and provision, and of the role and working of the 
voluntary and statutory sectors is important. S/he will need to be capable of working 
effectively with a wide range of groups and individuals, and possess good 


communication skills. 


S/he must show understanding of and commitment to Equal Opportunities Policy 
and Practices. Demonstrating a willingness to implement policies designed to 
promote Equal Opportunities in every aspect of the scheme. 


Itis highly desirable that you have held a full clean driving licence for at least 2 years. 


Women, 


le with disabilities, black people, lesbians and gay men are encouraged to 


apply. The office is fully accessible. Job sharers welcome. 


For further details, application forms etc. contact: Nors Jackson, WFCVS, 
547-551 High Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4PB. Tel: 01-558 6011. 


e London 


Closing date: 11th July. 


with one other p/t worker, for al 


is seeking to fill two full-time posts: 


PROJECTS CO-ORDINATOR 


Shape London, the arts development organisation working with people with 
disabilities and other under-represented groups is restructuring the projects 
side of its work. We are ery an imaginative person to take responsibility, 
our arts projects and to develop exciting new 
initiatives in hospital arts, touring and collaborations. Initial one year 
fixed term contract. (Ref: PC) 


TICKET SCHEME CO-ORDINATOR 
(VENUES) 


The Shape Ticket Scheme is a well-established scheme which enables people 
with disabilities, and elderly people to attend arts events in London. The “venues” 
co-ordinator has special responsibilities for liaison with arts providers and 
venues and the production of a regular programme of events. (Ref: TS) 


Salary for both posts: £13,059 inc. London weighting 


For ajob description and application form (available on tape), 
send alarge sae (marked PC or TS) to: 
SHAPE LONDON, 
1 Thorpe Close, London W10 5XL. 
Closing date 14th July 1989. 


Shape London positively welcomes applications from disabled people. 
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POLICY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


Women’s Unit 
£15,951 - £17,325 p.a. incl. 


Applications are sought from women with direct experience of disability 
to undertake research and consultation in order to develop policies on 
issues of relevance to women. 
Closing date: 14.7.89. Ref: 191CE. 
Application forms obtainable from Director of Personnel, Ealing Civic 
Centre, 14-16 Uxbridge Road, London W5 2HL. 
Tel: 01-840 1995. Please quote reference. 


OE 
WORKING FOR QUALITY AND EQUALITY 


From June 5th, 
there'll be a better way to 
find a job locally — 


The Seithuarh Jb Shy 


Situated in the foyer 
of 


John Carter House 
25 Commercial Way, Peckham SEI5 
(close to the P3, 12, 36, 36A, 36B 
and 171 bus routes), 
it will have details of 
job opportunities within 


Southwark Borough Council 


So why not come along? 
* 


We'll be open 
Mondays to Fridays from 
9.30. am to 4.00 pm. 


GREATER MA 
LONDON ARTS G 
Project Funding | 
Involved in the Arts in Greater London? 
Then you may wish GLA to fund a project 


It could be anew show, film, exhibition, or part of the cost of 
putting it on. It could be a series of workshops or a course. 


Limited funds are available in the following categories, for 
activities taking place between 1 November 1989 and 
31 March 1989 


COMBINED and CROSS PERFORMING ARTS (projects 
involving more than one art form) 


DANCE, MIME and NEW CIRCUS: projects, touring and 
residencies 


DRAMA and PUPPETRY projects 


FILM and VIDEO: training courses, exhibition schemes, 
seminars and production awards (up to £3,000) 


VISUAL ARTS: exhibition subsidy, exhibition commissions, 
educational workshops 


MUSIC: live performance 


Deadline for completed applications: Monday 21 August 
1989 (except for Music which is Monday 4 September) 


Write for Policy and Funding Guidelines, specifying which area 
interests you, to: Grants Unit, Greater London Arts, 9 White Lion 
Street, London N1 9PD. Please quote ref: DNP1 and enclose 
stamps to the value of 51p. 
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TWO BEDROOM FLAT in converted 
barn in Peak District. 3 miles to Buxton. 
Sleeps 4 + cot. Available June onwards. 
£100-£140. Tel: Buxton (0298) 70141. 


NORTH DEVON - Self catering cot- 
tages sleeping 4/6 (2 specially designed 
for wheelchairs). Fully equipped & he- 
ated — linen provided. Peaceful country 
setting for touring Exmoor, Dartmoor 
and Devon coast. Brochure from South 
Coombe Farm, Witheridge, Tiverton, 
Devon EX16 8QL. Tel: (0884) 860302. 


WILL ACCESS BE EASY? Are the 
rooms big enough? Is there a lift? For a 
trouble-free holiday with all the family try 
ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL, 
a discreetly adapted manor house set in 
acres of beautiful grounds. 22 bedrooms 
— centrally heated throughout — licensed 
bars — free use of wheelchairs and other 
aids — mini-bus - half or full board. Tele- 
phone 050 841 324... or write: The Man- 
ager, Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel, 
Ashwellthorpe, Norwich NR16 1EX. 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good access 
to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. Details C 
Hodgson, tel: (0924) 454300. 


RED CROSS HOUSE, Inverness, 
offers Respite/Care Activity holidays 
throughout the year to disabled people 
aged between 16 years and retirement 
age. A 24 hour care facility is provided by 
the skilled care staff and voluntary hel- 
pers. Accommodation is single hotel 
standard bedrooms. Whether your re- 
quirements are for outdoor adventure or 
something a little quieter, why not contact 
us for details of what we have to offer. For 
further information please contact Mike 
Webster on Inverness (0463) 234939. 


SUNNY TENERIFE, Los Cristianos. 
As featured on TV and radio, the beauti- 
ful “Mar y Sol” Health and Fitness Re- 
sort. Purpose-built, totally wheelchair- 
accessible. Swimming pools, saunas, 
gymnasium, physiotherapy. Apartments 
for rent or ownership. I can arrange your 
flights too! BRILLIANT ... AMAZING! 
says BBC TV’s The Travel Show. Come, 
see for yourself! Specially adapted taxi 
service from Tenerife airport. Video (£15 
refundable deposit) brochure: Lynne 
James, 7 Overpool Road, Ellesmere Port 
L66 1JW. Tel: 051-339 5316. 


TOWY VALLEY, Dyfed. Self-catering 
on farm in Dylan Thomas Country. 
Ideally suited for touring West Wales — 
beaches, riding, golf, fishing etc nearby. 
Renovated barn adapted for the disabled. 
B&B and meals. Special diets. Contact 
Tim & Sue Giles, Pantgwyn Farm, 
Whitemill, Carmarthen SA32 7ES, tel: 
(0267) 88247. 


THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS AVAILABLE ON TAPE 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S DEPARTMENT 


DISABILITY CO-ORDINATOR 
Up to £21,000 c. (Award pending) 


Waltham Forest is looking for an energetic and 
enthusiastic disabled person committed to achieving equal 
opportunities in service provision and employment. You 
will develop and co-ordinate policies and strategies across 
the Council to ensure that services and facilities in the 
Borough are fully accessible. 

In this senior position you will play a key role in 
implementing the Disablement Advisory Panel's Code of 
Practice, and advise all departments on issues affecting 
people with disabilities in our multi-racial community. You 
will co-ordinate the work of specialist officers in different 
departments and work closely with voluntary organisations 
in developing procedures within the Authority. 

Successful candidates must be able to demonstrate a 
full awareness of disability issues. Previous relevant 
experience of working in the field of disabilities and 
influencing policies and practices is desirable. The person 
appointed must be determined to achieve change and 
overcome prejudice and inertia. 

Job Sharers welcome. 

Waltham Forest is a multi-racial area and we are 
anxious to ensure this is reflected in our workforce. All 
applications for jobs are considered on merit with equal 
opportunities for women, black and ethnic minorities, 
lesbians and gay men and people with disabilities. 

Applications for this post are restricted to candidates 
having a physical, sensory or hearing disability (registered 
or unregistered). Black and ethnic minorities and women are 
under-represented at this level and we particularly 
welcome their applications. (Section 38 RRA applies). 

Applications to Recruitment Officer, Personnel 
Department, Town Hall, Forest Road, London E17 5JF. 
Tel: 01-531 8899 (24 hour answering service). 

Please quote Reference No: H2956D. 
Closing date: 28.7.89. 
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE DISABLED TO 
GET AJOB AT HARROW COUNCIL — 
BUT IT MIGHT HELP! | 


Harrow Council has a new employment scheme for disabled job- 


seekers. 


People applying under the scheme are matched with suitabl 
as they arise at the Council. 


Six month contracts are offered, paid at the ‘going rate’ as an introduction 


to permanent employment. 


Full-time and part-time posts are considered; in fact, all jobs in the 


Authority, as vacancies arise. 
People whose output is affected may also be accommodated. 


Would you like to know more? Then please contact Helen Darby, 
PO Box 57, Civic Centre, Harrow, Middlesex. 


Telephone: 01-863 5611, Ext. 2023 


HmaRROW 


LONDON BOROUGH 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 


e vacancies 


TO ADVERTISE IN DISABILITY NOW CLASSIFIED 

Please contact the Advertisement Manager, Jonathan Wine, 
Kingslea Press Limited, 12 Dock Offices, Surrey Quays, Lower Road, 
London SE16 2XL. Telephone: 01-252 1362 Fax: 01-237 8019 


WALTHAM FOREST ASSOCIATION OF ‘Ded 


PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
DEVELOPMENT WORKER/S REHABILITATION TRAINER 


NM £11,934+ OLW-+ pension allowance pro offering training and advice services 
>, rata (SO1) 47 hours (2 posts) to people working in Developing 


Countries. Experience in Disability 
- ; er on Work overseas essential. 

WFAPD wishes to appoint two people with disabilities as development workers, to A 

joinasmall and busy staff team. You will work to initiate and develop contacts with paeebic’ people encouraged to 

disability groups in the borough and to establish links with isolated disabled people. 


apply. Starting salary £11,000 
‘ . ils from: 1D illi 
Some experience of carrying out development work and outreach work is essential. 2 Of Eden Vee RCanWestany 
You must demonstrate an awareness of disability issues and an understanding of Wilts. BA13 3QF 
the various concerns of people with different disabilities. Some knowledge of the Tel: 0373 827635 
role and working of the voluntary and statutory sectors is important. 
We particularly wish to encourage women with disabilities from black and ethnic 


Closing date July 15th 1989 
minority groups to apply. We have a total of 47 hours and wish to appoint two 
people. Hours to be negotiated at interview. 
Application forms and further details from 
WFAPD, Disability Resource Centre, 1a Warner Road, 
Walthamstow E17 7DY. Tel: 01-509 0812. 
Details available on tape. Accessible office. 
WFAPD aims to be an Equal Opportunities Employer and will welcome 
applications from ALL people with disabilities. 
Closing date — Friday, 21st July, 1989. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 
AROMATHERAPY, REFLEXOLOGY 


depression and many other problems 
For free consultation phone 


01-203 6944 


‘OPEN ACCESS’ TO JOBS 


As the largest City Council in the country and by far the biggest 
employer in Birmingham, we employ over 50,000 people, and 
regularly have a number of vacancies of all types and at all 
levels — manual, craft, office, technical and managenal. 

The present make-up of our workforce does not reflect the 
community it serves. In order to help us change this, we 
particularly welcome more job applications from women and 
men with disabilities, who are under-represented in many areas 
of work. 


Interested? . .. then make sure you see our weekly Jobs Bulletin 
which lists all of our current vacancies. It can be seen at all Job 
Centres and Neighbourhood Offices in Birmingham. Selected 
vacancies also appear in every Thursday’s Birmingham Evening 
Mail. If you live outside the City, you can obtain this week’s Jobs 
Bulletin by ‘phoning 021-235 3852 during office hours. 


a” pats am City Council 


The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community, irrespective of race, colour, gender, 
Y cows or disability. 


Job Sharers welcome. 


PROPERTY SERVICES AGENCY 
BUILDING FOR THE NATION 


A GREAT PLACE TO BUILD A CAREER 


PSA is the Government Building Agency andis the largest construction organisation in the UK with an 
annual turnover of £3.2 billion. 


PSA designs, builds, maintains, restores and manages an extraordinary range of offices and factories, 
dockyards and airfields, royal parks and palaces. 


Our vacancies are for both professional, technical and administrative staff in London, Croydon, Chessington 
and Ruislip, and at other locations throughout the UK. 


Qualifications: For Professional and Technical Officer (PTO) grade you will require either ONC or HNC or 
equivalent in the appropriate subject. 


For Administrative grades although no formal 
qualifications are required, you will be required to sit a 
short answer test. 


We can offer full Civil Service benefits. Including initially 
22 days paid annual leave, good career prospects and 
there is the possibility of working part-time/job share. 

In addition most of our offices operate flexible 

working hours. 


Most buildings are now ‘user friendly’ to those people 
with disabilities. 


Applications are particularly welcome from people with 
disabilities. 

Interested? Then take the first step towards a better 
future. Please telephone or write to: Donna Bugby, 
PSA, Room 135, Lambeth Bridge House, 

Albert Embankment, London SE1. 

Tel: 01-238 4261. 

PSAis an Equal Opportunities employer, and is actively 
implementing equal opportunities policies. All applicants wiil 


be considered on their merits as individuals irrespective of 
sex, racial origin, marital status or disability. 


STAFF WITH DISABILITIES 
IN PSA 


to improve health, help stress, tension, 


CLASSIFIED 19 


HUMBERSIDE x | 


[LINCOLNSHIRE . 


DIRECTOR - Salary: £12,500 


ARTLINK, the region’s independent arts and disability agency, requires a highly 
experienced and energetic arts administrator to continue the development of this key 
strategic organisation. 

Based with Humberside County Council (Libraries and Arts Unit) in Hull, 
this post requires: 

— experience of the voluntary or statutory arts sector 
—financial management and fundraising experience 
— awareness of the disability movement/disability arts 
—commitment to Equal Opportunity in the arts. 

Closing date for applications: Friday, 4th August 1989. 

Interviews on Wednesday, 30th August 1989. 

Write/telephone for a job description and application form (also available on tape) to 
ARTLINK, Humberside Leisure Services, Central Library, Albion Street, 
Hull HU1 3TF. Tel: (0482) 224040 Ext. 263 
ARTLINKis working towards being an Equal Opportunities Employer and 
particularly welcomes applications from disabled people. 


LEISURE SERVICES OFFICER — SCALE 5 
£9,474 — £10,743 per annum 


Anenergetic, vibrant individual is required to fill the post of Leisure 
Services Officer, which will be based in Bristol. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for the development and 
promotion of leisure opportunities for people with cerebral palsy and initiate; 
plan and develop programmes of activities in conjunction with the Leisure 
Services Manager. Preference will be given to candidates who themselves 
have adisability. 

For application forms and a job description, please contact Lucy Anderson, 
Leisure Services Manager, The Spastics Society, Canningford House, 

38 Victoria Street, Bristol BS1 6BY, tel: (0272) 250772. 

Closing date 21 July. 


THE SPAS TICS SOCIET/ 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY 


THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS AVAILABLE ON TAPE 


PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 
PERSONNEL OFFICER 
(DISABILITIES) 

Up to £15,300 c. (Award pending) 


& 


Waltham Forest is looking for a personnel officer with a 
disability, committed to furthering the employment of this 
group. The Council has set targets for the employment of 
people with disabilities, and this person will have a key role 
in achieving these targets. 

The job will include advising departments on 
employment issues as well as assisting the progress and 
career development of existing employees with disabilities. 

Applicants must have wide knowledge of, and an 
understanding of the needs of disability issues relating to 
employment. Experience of working with black and ethnic 
minority people with disabilities would be an advantage. 

Personnel experience, especially in recruitment, is 
desirable together with the ability to persuade and 
influence people at all levels. Experience of working with 
voluntary organisations in the disability field and the ability 
to produce and present reports would be an advantage. 

Applicants must have a well developed commitment to 
equality of opportunity. Applications for this post are 
restricted to candidates having a physical, sensory or 
hearing disability (registered or unregistered). 

Black and ethnic minority applicants are particularly 
welcome as these are under-represented in this category 
(Section 38 RRA applies). 

Job Sharers Welcome. 

Waltham Forest is a multi-racial area and we are 
anxious to ensure this is reflected in our work force. All 
applications for jobs are considered on merit with equal 
opportunities for women, black and ethnic minorities, 
lesbians and gay men and people with disabilities. 

Applications to Recruitment Officer, Personnel 
Department, Town Hall, Forest Road, London E17 5JF. 
Tel: 01-531 8899 (24 hour answering service). 

Please quote Reference No: R2957D. 
Closing date: 12.8.89. 
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20 NEWS 


Eye tests dropped 


Health Minister Kenneth Clarke 
has dropped proposals for two- 
tier eye tests (DN May) which 
opticians and the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind argued 
could lead to thousands of people 
losing their sight. 

The full NHS eye examination 
will continue to be the standard 
test opticians offer. 

The Government proposed a 
simple vision test, at around £5, 
to find out whether glasses were 
needed and an examination for 
around £15, which can detect 
tumours, diabetes and glaucoma. 

From | April, NHS subsidies 


for opticians have been removed 
and they are now charging bé- 
tween £9 and £18 for an eye ex- 
amination. 

Ian Bruce, director general of 
the RNIB, said: “RNIB is ex- 
tremely relieved that the Secret- 
ary of State has decided to reject 
the idea of two-tier tests. 

“We now hope that he will 
turn his mind to the deterrent 
effect of asking 70 per cent of the 
population to pay for eye ex- 
aminations, as this will inevitably 
lead to many cases of blinding 
diseases going undetected until it 
is too late.” 


Horticulture Therapy flower show entrants display green fingers in Battersea Park in May. 


H AC K N E Y ? 


SOCIAL WORKER 
Hearing Impairment 
£13,059-£15,762 pa incl + 


essential user car allowance 


As a social worker with sign language 
skills you'll know that your skills are in 
demand. So why come to Hackney? 
Well, to start off with you will be working 
in a team which delivers an excellent 
service. What is more, we are building 
on that success and want to extend it 
further which is why we need you. 


In addition to working with individuals 
and families you will be involved in 


The only visible difference between these two cars is the orange sticker 
in the window of the one on the right. It's a small but significant difference. 

For years, the choice of cars open to disabled drivers was limited and 
those that were available lacked style and performance. Nowadays though 
you can choose from the full range of Ford cars and get substantial discounts 
on any model through the Motability schemes. 

At almost all our main dealerships there is an experienced member of 
staff with special responsibility for Motability clients. They have the knowledge 


helping to establish user groups, so that 
people will have a say in how the service 
develops. It’s a diverse role in a multi- 
cultural borough. We are serious about 
equal opportunities policy — you may 
have seen our current campaign in the 
press aimed at attracting people with 
disabilities ~ and we would want you to 
put this into practice in your everyday 
work. 


As a valued addition to the specialist 
service section you will find colleagues 
extremely supportive. You will welcome 
the very good supervision which backs 
up this support. 


So think about coming to Hackney where 


spot the difference. 


and experience to offer advice on any alterations or special equipment that 
may be required to make driving easier. Ford also make cars specially Adabies 
for disabled drivers, though these look exactly the same as 


other cars from the outside. 


So if you or any member of your family qualify for a 
Mobility Allowance and want to discover the advantages of 
driving a new Ford, contact your local Ford dealer phone free 
on 0800 O01 01 12, or write to Freepost Ford, London WIE 8EZ. _ 


you and your work will be appreciated. 
For an application form write to the 
Recruitment Office, Town Hall, Mare 
Street, London E8 1EA or telephone: 01- 
986 5331 (24 hour answer service). 
Closing date 14th July, 1989. Interview 
date week commencing 31st July, 1989. 
All applications for jobs are considered 
on merit with equal opportunities for 
women, black and ethnic minorities, 
lesbians and gay men and people with 
disabilities. Job share welcomed with or 
without a partner. 


4 .:- HACKNEY COUNCIL 
+: Working for local people 
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